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Guidance 
By Frances M. Nesbitt 


Thy right hand hath holden me up. — Psalm 18:35. 


NLY a little of life’s way I see, — 
Christ sees the end! 
fet me walk with Thee, 
Be riend. 
Then shall 11 THY wisdom, love, and power, 
Then shall I prove Thy guidance every hour! 











Which Do We See? — 


Success or defeat is determined by what we see. The 
Bible history is filled with experiences that prove this, 
and so is life today. A notable case was that of. the 
men of Israel who were sent ahead from the wilder- 
ness jourtieying to spy out the land into which God was 
bringing them. God’s command was that these men 
should go and “search the fand of Canaan, which I gave 
unto the children of Israel” (Num. 13:2). Ten of 
them brought back the report t, while the land and 
its fruits were very rich and wonderful, the people in 
the land and the walled cities made it hopeless to 
attempt to enter in. “We saw the giants, the sons of 
Anak,” they said, “and we were in our own sight as 
grasshoppers, and so we were in their sight.” Caleb 
and Joshua brought-in a report quite Gifferent. _ “The 
Lord is with us: fear them not,” said these two men. 
Someone has written*theslines : 


Others saw the giants, eb saw the Lord 
They were sore dishea ed, he believed God's word. 


But the congregation of Israel followed the ten unbe- 
lieving spies, insisted on turning their eyes away from 
the Lord and looking at the giants, spent the rest of 
their life in the wilderness and died there, never enter- 
ing into the promised land. Caleb and Joshua, after 
the unbelievers had passed out of the scene, entered 
Canaan in triumph and victory. At what are we look- 
ing today, the giants just.ahead, or God? 


a 


_ The Decline 


Morality and degradation are near neighbors, 
There is a startling statement about this in an old book, 
“The Man After God’s Own Heart,” by Claude Bosan- 


_ quet, who- says: “Spiritual decline is easy, and may be 


very tapid. Only grieve the Spirit, only determine that 
you cannot make some sacrifice, and prefer pleasure to 
duty, and soon. you may be among the most notorious 
sinners: for when the Spirit ceases to strive, there is 
but a step between outward morality and utter degra- 
dation.” In other words, that morality which men may 
have by their own will power and effort is but a veneer. 
Real righteousness is God’s own lif :; and only the Holy 
Sirit himself, dwelling within the believer and yielded 
to, can produce that righteouness. Even the believer, 
by unbelief and sin, can grieve or quench the ap 
and then. may come that tragic failure of which this 

book speaks. No wonder Paul exhorts, “Work out 








your own salvation with fear.and trembling” < Phil. 2: 

12). Our salvation is God’s free gift; we are to let it 
out, let it be expressed, while we are in fear and 
trembling lest we grieve or quénch the Holy Spirit. 
But as we trust the Lord Jesus-Christ to keep us we 
have the blessed assurance, “For it is God which work- 
eth in you both to. will and to do of*his good pleasure.” 
God can keep us from the degradation of sin; instead 
of its easy and rapid decline, he makes it possible for 
us to live among “those things which are above, where 
Christ sitteth on the right hand-of God” (Col. 3:1). 


a 
Living in the Tombs 


Sinners may seem to live in palaces, but in reality 
_they are living in the tombs. Even Christians, children 
of God, sometimes live in the tombs — when they sin. 
A terrible description is given in Luke 8: 27 of a man 
that was a historical reality and at the same time a 
type of the unsaved sinner. “A certain man, which had 
devils long time, and ware no clothes, neither abode in 
any house, but in the tombs.” This, of course, was a 
case of literal demon-possession, yet it suggests the con- 
dition of every unsaved sinner, whose whole nature is 
controlled by sin; who is naked, having no garments of 
righteousness ; and who lives in the tombs, the place of 
death, instead ‘of in a house where normal human beings 
should live. Christ is our righteousness, and we are 
to put on Christ and be clothed in him. We are to abide 
in Christ, for he is the only true and safe home for any 
man. “To be carnally minded is death,” and the tomb 
is the only place where such people can live. But the 
end of the story of the poor demon-possessed man of 
Gadara is very wonderful. The Lord Jesus Christ by a 
word cast all the devils out of his life, and the man was 
found “sitting at the feet of Jesus, clothed, and in his 
right mind.” He was set free, delivered forever from 


“ 


his awful bondage. He was clothed, with physical 
garments as a type of the righteousness he now wore 
because of what Christ had done for him. He was in 
his right mind,— not carnally minded, but with the 
mind of Christ. This is the miracle the same Lord 
Jesus werks for all who come-to him and trust him 
for it; and to all such he says, as to the freed man of 
Gadara: “Return to thine own house, and shew how 
great things God hath done unto thee.” Are we as 
faithful.as that newly saved Gadarene was? “He went 
his way, and published throughout the whole city how 
great things Jesus had done unto him.” 


a 


Peace 


Peace is the first and the last word of the Gospel. 
When the heavenly choir sang of the babe just born 
in Bethlehem, they praised and glorified God as they 
announced, “On earth peace.” Thirty-three years 
later, after the Lord had completed his earthly min- 
istry, had been. crucified and had died for men’s sins, 
and had risen from the dead, he appeared to his dis- 
ciples and spoke again that wonderful word, “Peace.” 
Not only did he speak peace to them, but he com- 
missioned them to speak peace to the unsaved. “Peace 
be unto you: as my Father hath sent me, even so 
send I you” (John 20: 21). After repeating the 
words, “Peace be unto you,” the risen Lord “breathed 
on them, and saith unto them, Receive ye the Holy 
Ghost.” Without the Holy Spirit no one can effec- 
tively offer peace, as an ambassador of Christ, to 
lost sinners. But when the Holy Spirit indwells the 
messenger -and speaks through him, magnifying and 
glorifying the crucified and. risen Christ, then dead 
men are enabled to believe and live. “Therefore be- 
ing justified by faith, we have peace with God through 
our Lord Jesus Christ.” “For he is our peace.’ 


How to Teach the Word 


“We know that thou art a teacher come from God” 
(John 3:2). 


O YOU realize there is a perfect way of teach- 
LD ing the Word? That there is a method which 

is one hundred percent efficient? That it is 
errorless and cannot possibly be improved upon? 

Then, if you would ‘know it,turn to the teaching 
method of our Lord Jesus Christ. For he is the 
perfect Teacher. Not only does he know all truth 
—but he is the Truth. Not only does he know the 
human mind, but it was he who created it. Men 
said of him that he was “a teacher come from God.” 

“Never man spake like this man” was the testimony 
of the people, Because he fashioned the human mind, 
and is himself. the Truth, he must know the method 
of imparting truth as no other in existence. If we 
can search out the secret of Jesus Christ’s teaching, 
we will master the perfect, flawless method of all 
teaching. Let us také ore of ‘his great. messag@s, 
analyze it, and see” if we can “discover the perfect 
method of the perfect Teacher. 

For our study of the Master» Teacher’s method let 
us turn to one of his greatest and most beautiful mes- 
sages, It is his warning against anxious care, found 
in the familiar ‘passage of Matthew 6: 25-34. Our 
Lord’s method of. teaching was a marvelously simple, 
threefold--method. And it is this: State — Illustrate 
— Apply. 

Fine t he _ states the great truth that he is about to 
teach, namely, an earnest warning against anxious 
care. Then his whole matchless message is made up 
almost in its entirety of three wondrously simple il/us- 
trations —the fowls of the air, the cubit of stature, 
and the lilies ofthe field. Then he proceeds search- 





This is the second part of a message from the pen of 
the well-known devotional writer, James H. McConkey. 
The first: part appeared in last week’s. issue of the Times. 
It may be had. free, in tract form, from the Silver Publish- 
ing Compahy, wr3 Bessemer Building, Pittsburgh, a soci- 
ety stipported entirely by freewill offerings. 


ingly to apply the truth to the consciences and lives 
of his hearers. Let us take up in their order these 
striking high-lights of Christ’s teaching. 

State—One of the South’s greatest lawyers in the 
Supreme Court after the Civil War was of Jewish 
extraction. He was a man of brilliant parts and of 
the highest type of legal ability and training. One 
of his strongest points was this ability to state truth 

with great clearness and simplicity. He was one day 
arrayed on the opposite side’ of a case represented 
by one of the greatest jurists of the century. When 
he arose to begin his case he introduced it with the 
remark, “Your honors, I would like to make a simple 
statement at the opening of this case.” Thereupon 
he proceeded to state his cause with such clarity, 
simplicity, and logic that before he had even begun 
any argument in support of it one of the justices 
leaned over toward his neighbor on the bench and 
whispered, “The little Jew has almost stated B— out 
of court!” Such is the power and value of lucid, 
logical statement of truth. 

Take, ‘for example, a great text like John 3: 16 — 
“For God so loved the world, that he gave tis only 
begétten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should 
not perish, but have everlasting life.” 

“Tear apart a text like this. State the separate 
truths it contains. Then note how rich are its con- 
tents. 5 

God is love. 

God loves the world. 

Love. gives. 

Love gives its best. 

Love gives its all. 

Ours is a “whosoever Gospel.” 

Belief in Christ is necessary to salvation. 

Men are perishing without Christ. . 

Faith in Christ brings everlasting life. 

Take this analytic attitude toward the great tex'‘s 
of Scripture. State the great truths of the text as. 
best you can phrase them, Not only will you thus_ 
clarify the truth to your hearers, but the practice of 
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so stating truth will be a* mental and spiritual dis- 
cipline of the very finest type for yourself as a teacher. 


Illustrate-—You state your truth. But suppose it is 
not clear to your hearer, His mind does not grasp it. 
Then you must take the next great step in Christ’s 
teaching method. That is—dillustrate. What is an 
illustration? What is its place in the Master’s per- 
fect teaching method? What does it do for the hearer? 
The derivation of the word will greatly help us here. 
It comes from the words— “in,” and the Latin word 
“lustro,” meaning “to shfne.” An illustration takes 
an unfamiliar truth and makes the light “shine in” 
upon it by comparing it with a familiar truth. “The 
use of an apt illustration is like touching an electric 
switch in a dark room. It floods the whole situa- 
tion with light. Illustration is the application by the 
teacher of one of the greatest laws of the human mind, 
that of association of ideas. By this great law we 
lay hold of an appropriate truth which is unfamiliar 
and unpossessed by linking it up with that which we 
already know and possess. This is one of the great 
laws by which a child’s mind, as well as an adult’s, 
acquires knowledge. Let us cite an example. 

I had a college classmate who was the father of 
a sweet, bright little girl. Visiting once in his home 
this incident occurred: Grandma was out in the 
kitchen shelling peas. Helen’s mother did not know 
her whereabouts, so she inquired: “Helen, where is 
Grandma?” “She is out in the kitchen, Mamma.” 
“And what is she doing?” “She is unbuttoning the 

as.’ Helen was not familiar with the word shell- 
ing or podding peas. But she had often noticed that 
when pea pods were opened, the peas lay therein ex- 
actly like the buttons along the edge of her shoes 
after she had unbuttoned them. So Helen took that 
which was familiar to her and with it described ex- 
actly a term which was unfamiliar, Then when 
Mamma explained to her that “unbuttoning peas” 
meant “shelling” or “podding” peas, the child im- 
mediately understood the new term. “This was, in 
germ, a fine illustration, For it used the very prin- 
ciple needed for an illustration by using that which 
she did know to describe that which she did not know. 

Here are some suggestions about illustrations: 


First — illustrations vary in value. Naturally for 
the teacher of the Word the most valuable illustra- 
tions are those from the Word itself. For when your 
message is made up not only of statements from the 
Word, but also is illuminated by illustrations from the 
same Word, it immensely multiplies its value and 
preciousness to the hearer of the Word. Therefore, 
in teaching the Word of God, seek first to strengthen 
your message by illustration from the inspired Word. 


Second — illustrations should be simple. How mar- 
velously true is this of those used by the Master 
Teacher himself. The sky, the sea, the shore, the 
pearls, the treasure in the field, the lost coin, the 
wandering son, the fishes of the sea, the fowls of 
the air, the lilies of the field, all these are so amaz- 
ingly simple that the mind of any intelligent child 
can grasp them with ease, Other things being equal, 
the simpler an illustration is, the more valuable it is, 
for it enters the mind with the least measure of: fric- 
tion and, therefore, becomes that much more valu- 
able an instrument for the clear conveyance of thought 
- to the listener. 


Third — illustrations should be familiar, That is, 
they should not only be simple in themselves, but they 
should be familiar to the class of people to whom they 
are being given. It would not be good teaching to 
use a group of railroad illustrations when speaking 
to an audience of seafaring men. Neither would it 
be wise when addressing railroad men to use illus- 
trations with which only sailors were familiar. The 
choice, therefore, of an illustration which is adapted 
to the mind and the experience of the hearer is of 
great importance to the teacher. 

I once knew a man who was a great teacher of 
the Word and an earnest, persistent worker for souls. 
He was off on a vacation by the seashore one summer 
and made the acquaintance of some fishermen. One 
of these men was not a Christian, and my friend took 
occasion to cultivate his acquaintance especially and 
to press upon him the claims of the Gospel as oppor- 
tunity offered. One day he was walking along the 
shore and came across his fisherman friend busy with 
his nets. “John,” said he, “what fish are hardest to 
catch?” “Mullets,” promptly replied the fisherman. 
“Why?” said our friend. “Because they back out 
of the net,” was the reply. “Well, John, don’t be a 
mullet,” was the quick thrust from the lips of this 
keen observer of men and things.. And the thrust 
went straight home to its mark and was used of the 
Spirit to bring the man to a decision for Christ. For 
he had for a long time been halting and vacillating, 
and the mullet illustration was exactly the truth he 
needed to bring him conviction of his mistake. Drawn 
as it was right from his own fisherman life, it fitted 
his case perfectly and did its work. 


Apply—What is the use of mixing up a remedy 
unless you take it? What is the use of sharpening 
a sword unless you use it? What is. the use to state, 
and illustrate, unless you also apply it to the con- 








THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


science of the reader? Here we reach the last point 
in Christ’s method of teaching. In this great sermon 
of his on anxious care note how searchingly he ap- 
plies it to his listeners. See how constantly. he plays 
upon those two personal pronouns “you” and “ye.” 
Here also we should imitate him, and not fail at 
the close of every message to press ‘home tenderly, 
searchingly, yet lovingly, to the heart and conscience 
of every listener the great truths which we have been 
permitted to teach—-remembering always that the 
Spirit of God is faithfully witnessing in the hearts of 
our hearers to the words of God which we have been 
permitted to speak. 

The other day I heard a-gifted preacher. He was 
preaching a sermon to children. It was only five 
minutes long. But it was a masterpiece. And it was 
such because this particular preacher had mastered 
the Master’s art of preaching. His statement was 
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that we had to put something in to get something out 
of life. His illustration was perfect. He cited the 
old country well. Sometimes a child goes to it with 
a pail for water, He pumps and pumps but no water 
comes, The leather valve of the pump socket has 
grown dry and the water leaked out. So the child’s 
mother comes out and pours in a can of water. Then 
a few strokes of the handle and the water spouts out. 
Then he admonished the children whenever they saw 
an old well to ever remember that they must put some- 
thing into life if they would get anything out. That 
five-minute message will linger a lifetime in the memo- 
ries and hearts of not only the children, but the 
grown-ups who heard it. Why? Because it perfectly 
followed the Master’s art of teaching-preaching. It 
stated with simplicity; it illustrated with graphic fa- 
miliarity; it applied with direct garnestness to the 
lives in the speaker’s presence. 





Did John the Baptist Influence Our Lord? | 


Our pastor (a Modernist) said recently that after 
Jesus had listened to the fanatic preaching of John 
the Baptist he went alone into the desert and there 
decided to give his life in service to his people the 
Jews. To me Jesus was Christ without the help of 
John the Baptist. His decision would have been the 
same had he never seen John, —i. ¢., if Christ “made 
a decision.” I have always thought that God made 
the decision, and that Christ fulfilled the plan. 

- Will you kindly comment on this in your Notes 
on Open Letters ?—An Illinois reader. 


John the Baptist, while in the midst of his flam- 
ing campaign preparing Israel for the coming of her 
Messiah, said: “I indeed baptize you with water unto 
repentance: but he that cometh after me is mightier 
than I, whose shoes I am not worthy to bear: he shall 
baptize you with the Holy Ghost, and with fire: whose 
fan is in his hand, and he will thoroughly purge his 
floor, and gather his wheat- into the garner; but he 
will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire” (Matt. 
3:11, 12). A little later, when the Lord came to 
John to be baptized, “John forbad him, saying, I have 
need to be baptized of thee, and comest thou to me?” 
John pointed to the Lord, saying, “Behold the Lamb 
of God, which taketh away the sin of the world” 
(John 1:29). And he testified that he had seen the 
Holy Spirit descending from Heaven upon the Lord 
Jesus: “And I saw, and bare record that this is 
the Son of God.” 

What a strange and sadly unscriptural teaching it 
is, therefore, to say that after the eternal and only 
begotten Son of God “had listened to the fanatic 
preaching of John the Baptist he went alone into the 
desert and there decided to ‘give his life in service to 
his people the Jews”! Christ was “the Lamb slain 
from the foundation of the world” (Rev. 13:8). 
“Wherefore when he cometh into the world, ‘he saith, 
Sacrifice and offering thou wouldest not, but a body 
hast thou prepared me: . . . Then said i, Lo, I come 
(in the volume of the book it is written of me,) to 
do thy will, O God” (Heb. 10:5, 7). 

John the Baptist was a man sent from God to be 
the forerunner, the herald, the messenger of the com- 
ing Christ-or Messiah to the pedple of Israel. John’s 
preaching was not “fanatic,” but God-given. But long 
before John the Baptist was born the Son of God had 
agreed with the Father to make the great sacrifice 
which alone could redeem men. Let us never forget 
this marvelous description of the eternai purpose and 
mission of Jesus Christ: “Who, being in the form 
of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God: 
but made himself of no reputation, and took upon 
him the form of a servant, and was made in the like- 
ness of men: and being found in fashion as a man, 
he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, 
even the death of the cross” (Phil. 2: 6-8). 


at 
Why Must the Dead Rise? 


Can you give me some light on 1 Thessalonians 

4: 14-17? Why will the dead in Christ who are 

with the Lord come back to their graves in order 

to rise first when the Lord comes? The grave will 
contain only the dust of their earthly bodies—A 

Florida reader. 

“The dead in Christ shall rise first,” writes -Paul 
by inspiration to the Thessalonian Christians and to 
all of us. He knew that believers in the Thessalonian 
Church were greatly troubled as to the fate of their 
believing friends and loved ones who had already died 
after having accepted Christ as their Saviour. The 
Church was looking eagerly for the return of the 
Lord, as we should be looking for his return today, — 
for the promise has not yet been fulfilled, but it will 
be, that “this same Jesus, which is taken up from you 
into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have 
seen him go into heaven” (Acts 1:11). And Paul 





wrote this message to the Thessalonian Christians as 
a message of comfort “concerning them which are 
asleep, that ye sorrow not, even as others which have 
no hope”; then he went on with the God-breathed 
words of infallible promise and covenant: 


For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, 
even so them also which sleep in Jesus will 
bring with him. For this we say unto you by the 
word of the Lord, that we which are alive and re-__ 
main unto the coming of the Lord shall not prevent 
[precede] them which are asleep. For the Lord him- 
self shall descend from heaven with a shout, with 
the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of 
God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: then 
we which are alive and remain shall be caught up 
together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord 
in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord. 
Wherefore comfort ye one another with these words 
(1 Thess. 4: 14-18). 


It is not the spirits of those who have died trust- 
ing Christ as Saviour that, will “rise,” for their spirits 
are with the Lord in Heaven now. Resurrection can 
only refer to the body, for the word resurrection 
means “rise again,” and it describes what will occur 
to that which went down or was buried;—that is, 
the body. In 1 Corinthians 15 Paul makes this very 
plain; he says that the body of the believer is sown 
in death and burial as a grain of wheat, which cannot 
be “quickened,” or come to life, “except it die” (1 
Cor. 15:36). Unless the bodies of believers were 
eventually raised from the dead and released from 
the power and bondage of death, Christ would not be 
a Saviour. For “the wages of sin is death,” and 
bodily death as well as spiritual is the result of sin. 
Christ came to undo the destroying power of sin, and 
to redeem us completely from sin and its conse- 
quences in spirit, soul, and body. Therefore all be- 
lievers today, both those who are here on earth and 
those whose spirits are in the presence of the Lord 
in Heaven, are “waiting for the adoption, to-wit, the 


redemption of our body” (Rom. 8:23). Body and - 


spirit must be reunited in this consummation of the 
redemption of those who “sleep in Jesus.” We have, 
not a partial salvation, but a complete salvation in 
Christ, for “n@w is Christ risen from the dead, and 
become the firstfruits of them that slept” (1 Cor. 15: 
20), and Christ “is able also to save them to the utter- 
most that come unto God by him” (Heb. 7: 25). 


a 
Bootlegging The Sunday School Times 


It is a strange fact that anyone should have to 
bootleg THe Sunpay ScHoot Times! But appar- 
ently this situation exists. The Editor ‘welcomes the 
opportunity of meeting many members of the Times 


Family personally, and one of these, a Christian man,” 


said to him a while ago: “We have to bootleg THE 
Sunpay ScHoot Times in our church.” This sub- 
scriber explained further that, because of the strong 
Modernistic sentiment in his church, on the part both 
of the pastor and of the church officers, the club sec- 
retary who secures Times subscriptions is obliged to 
canvass for these outside the church building and 
away from the church services. There is a good- 
sized club of subscribers there, too. But they have 
to send their subscriptions along without the sanction 
of the church. 

Do you know of any similar situation elsewhere? 
THE SuNnpDay ScHoot Times would like to hear from 
readers who, because of local church conditions favor- 
ing Modernism, lave any difficulty either in securing 
this paper or in introducing it to others. Are you 
finding it possible to introduce the junior membgr 
of THe Sunpay ScHoor Times family, CurisTIAN 
Youtu, to the young people of your church and Sun- 
day-school? Letters from readers on this subject 
will be appreciated by the Editor, and may prove to 
be interesting reading for the Family at large. 
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What are the facts about this much-discussed 
Chinese military leader ? 


The True Story of Marshal Feng of China 


By Jonathan Goforth, D.D. 
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mystery ‘man of China.” No man of the present 

time has suffered more, and no man has defended 
himself less, from a propaganda of bitterness organ- 
ized against him throughout the world. Yet no man, 
I believe, ranks higher in the affection and esteem .of 
the Chinese people. For obvious reasons, this is only 
a limited sketch of Marshal Feng. 

This great man was born in 1881, of poor parents. 
The lack of means kept him from getting a good 
education. He revered his parents. I have never 
heard him speak of his father without noticing that 
his eyes filled with tears. He joined the army at 
fifteen’ years of age and at once commenced to im- 
prove himself by studying at night. 

In 1900, the Boxer year, he was told off with his 
company to go down to the south suburb of Paotingfu. 
The Boxers were gathered there to massacre the 
American Board missionaries and their converts. On 
arriving at the gate of the mission he heard Miss 
Morrell pleading with the Boxers not to massacre 
all the believers, She pointed out that they had 
dene great good in medical work and other ways, 
helping the ‘Chinese, and urged that for this reason 
their lives should be spared. 

The Boxers said, “No, we must destroy all.” 

Then Miss Morrell replied: ‘Why’ destroy all? 
Kill me and let the others go. I am ready to die 
for them.” . 

The young soldier said that this went like a knife- 
thrust to his heart. He couldn’t keep back the tears. 
He had never imagined that any human being would 
have been willing to: give his or her life as a ran- 
som for others. He noticed that some of the sol- 
diers and some of the older Boxers were affected by 
this offer, and these urged that all should be spared. 
The young men among the Boxers, however, said 
that nothing but the lives of all would satisfy them. 
For the time being, the persuasion of the soldiers 
and the older Boxers prevailed. Miss Morrell was 
allowed to go back into the compound. Soon she 
and the others fled through the rear gate and tried to 
escape, but they were soon overtaken and all massacred. 
Watching Martyred Missionaries Die 

Right after that Feng’s company was ordered up to 
the north suburb of the city. The Presbyterian mis- 
sionaries were located there. On arrival, the soldiers 
found the Boxers gathered in great force and setting 
fire to the house. It was a two-story building with 
verandas above and below. The missionaries were 
all up on the second veranda. The young soldier 
said he saw one man with a child in his arms, walking 
up and down. Even when the smoke and flames were 
curling up around them, no one seemed to be afraid. 
They just died there. Feng was astonished, and never 
was able to shake off these two incidents until he himself 
accepted Jesus Christ as his Lord and Saviour. 

Feng Yu-hsiang’s final decision came in-the end of 
IQII, at a meeting conducted. by Dr. John R. Mott, 
and he was baptized by the Rev Liu Fang in the 
Methodist Episcopal Church. At the time he was a 
major in the army. His general called him in and 
remonstrated, but Major Feng pressed the need of 
salvation so strongly upon the general that in order 
to get rid of him he said, “You can do as you like.” 

My first contact with Feng, then a géneral, was 
in the Province of Hunan, in 1919. He invited my 
wife and myself to spend about ten days with him. 
By. that time the. Christian movement had spread 
throughout the brigade among hundreds of the offi- 
cers and men, and among their wives and daughters. 
We had two meetings a day in a large theater. One 
day especially the Spirit of God so mightily moved 
upon their hearts that from the general down all 
were in tears and sins were being confessed on every. 
side. ‘These men were tiot like children, but had gone 
through several campaigns and had faced death re- 
peatedly; but now their hearts melted like wax under 
the conviction of the Holy Spirit. They all declare 
that a mighty spiritual impetus was given to the army 
at that time. During those days I baptized 507 officers 
and men. 

Everything that we saw and heard in General 
Feng’s army gave us the impression that it was a 
genuinely spiritual movement. All the missionaries 
we met in that part of Hunan had the same convic- 
tion. Among many other things, they told us of a 
time when drought threatened. everything. General 
Feng assembled his brigade and announced to all the 
city that they were going to pray for rain. He first 
called upon the priests and nuns of the Buddhist and 
Taoist sects to lead off in prayer. They pleaded to 
be excused, as that was not in their line. Then 


Fees YU-HSIANG might justly be called “the 





Much has been written about Marshal Feng 
Yu-hsiang, and reports of the most conflicti 
character have been published,both in China 
in America through the years.. Few if any Occi- 
dental Christians have known Marshal Feng as in- 
timately as the veteran and greatly beloved mis- 
sionary Jonathan Goforth. He has had exceptional 
opportunites of studying the man at close range, 
and readers of the Times will welcome this 
remarkable sketch of Feng, fearlessly and accu- 
rately reporting the facts and estimating the man 
according to Dr. Goforth’s observation and convic- 
tions. 

This article, and the ones that will follow in suc- 
cessive issues of the Times, are from a forthcoming 
book by Rosalind and Jonathan Goforth, “ Miracle 
Lives of China,” to be published soon by Harper 
and Brothers of New York and London ($1.50). 
The book sets down the personal reminiscences and 
experiences of these two missionaries in their field 
in China since 1888, and is an extraordinary nar- 
rative of events showing forth the miracles of 
God’s grace in a lifetime of missionary service that 
is outstanding in a century of missions. 








General Feng called upon différent officers to pray 
for rain. He himself pra ‘That night there 
was a great rain and famine@as averted. 

Fifteen months later the brigade had arrived in 
Sinyangchou, South Honan. The General again in- 
vited me to come and assist them. On our arrival he 
said, “Remember your chief work is not to try to 
convert the rank and file of my army, but to use your 
strength in trying to get all my officers filled with 
the Spirit of God, for as soon as that takes place 
we lowest private in the army will feel the effect 
of it.’ 

One night I heard him addressing a large body of 
soldiers. He said: “Men, we are soldiers of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. When we came here we were 
sorely tempted. There were at least three hundred 
harlots here when we arrived. I knew if-I aliowed 
them to remain here -you would be tempted, and so 
would the young students sent here to the high school. 
I spoke to the local officials and gentry, to have 
all these women sent away. When the officials saw 
I was determined, they pleaded that I would allow 
at least one-half of the women tg remain. To drive 
all away would be an act too drastic and would give 
offense, they claimed. I said, ‘No, all must go.’ As 
your leader I hold myself responsible for your wel- 
fare. I also hold myself responsible to the parents 
of this county who have sent their sons up to high 
school. Therefore I gave strict orders that.all should 
go, and that within five days, and they went.” 

On another occasion during those days I was ad- 
dressing an audience of several hundred officers and 
non-commissioned officers, the General sitting among 
them. During the address I suddenly asked, “Gen- 
eral, would you mind telling us what you were like 
nine years ago, before you trusted yourself to the 
Lord Jesus Christ as Saviour?” 


What. He Was before Conversion 


He slowly arose and. answered, “I certainly was 
a devil in those days; I had a demon temper. Even 
if an officer offended me, I reviled him and boxed his 
ears. At that time my men all hated me and would 
have knifed me if they had dared. Then Jesus came 
into my heart and took control. He shed abroad his 
divine love there. Since then I have ruled with love, 
not by bad temper, and’ I assure you tonight that all 
my men would die for me.” 

I believe he said the truth. He has the most re- 
markable control of men that I have ever known. 

For their Christmas celebration in 1920 a high plat- 
form was erected. The General and the chief officers 
and the local missionaries were on the platform, and 
around them were massed nine thousand soldiers, be- 
sides at least ten thousand citizens. The hymns, the 
prayers, and the speeches were all “Glory to God in 
the Highest” for the gift of his Son. 

For several months, on and off, I was working with 
the army. During the weeks just previous to their 
moving to Shensi Province we held meetings in a large 
theater. There were three meetings a day, all dif- 
ferent troops. Each time the theater was crammed 
with about two thousand men. My meeting was 
always at seven in the morning. Chang Chih-Chiang 
was my chairman. One morning He seemed unusually 
moved. He addressed the men, saying: 

“Tt is strange that when we were heathen we. never 
realized a sense of shame when we were found kneel- 


ing before the gods in the temples or if there was a 
shrine by the wayside. We kneeled there and we never 
minded, no matter how many were looking on. It is 
only since we have become followers of the Lord 
Jesus Christ that we are ashamed to be seen on our 
knees. Men, we know that this ought not to be. 
Imagine being ashamed of him who gave his life 
a ransom for us!” 

Then, kneeling down before that great audience, 
Colonel Chang poured out his heart in one of the 
most moving prayers to which I have ever listened. 
Every moment I expected he would break down and 
weep. At the close he stepped over to me and took 
my hand and said: “I am going to give up soldiering. 
I am going out preaching with you. You will reach 
the civilians and I will reach the military, and we'll 
go all over the land testifying to our Saviour. 
am going right over today to ask Marshal Feng to 
set me free.” He mounted his horse and rode. over 
to headquarters. 

“I, too,” said General Feng, “would like to give up 
soldiering and go preaching. For the present I can’t 
spare you. Orders have just come from Peking that 
our brigade must escort the new military governor 
into Shensi Province.” 

The next day was Sunday. We commenced our 
service at half past six in the morning. We went on 
until half past six in the evening, with a short in- 
terval for breakfast at ten o’clock. General Feng sat 
at one end of a long table, and his wife at the other. 
In between were missionaries and their wives and 
children, and colonels and other officers. That day 
we baptized 960 officers and men. About twenty came 
at a time. There was always a colonel holding the 
bowl of water. I would pass down the line baptizing 
each one in the name of the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Spirit. Just as I reached the last one in the line, 
Colonel Chang Chih-Chiang with his little organ 
would start up, “O happy day that fixed my choice,” 
étc., or, “Come to my heart, Lord Jesus, there is 
room in my heart for Thee.” As these men were go- 
ing back to their seats another lot were coming for- 
ward, and Lu Chung-Lin was arranging them in line. 


As Christian Governor of Honan 


Four thousand six hundred and sixty-six officers 
and men partook of communion, in eleven different 
companies, the room being capable of accommodatimg 
only several hundred at a time. All who took part 
that day truly seemed to have the joy of the Lord 
as their strength—no one seemed impatient; no one 
seemed weary. Next day they moved off to Shensi. 

During the months at Sinyangchou everything said 
and done impressed me that this was a Christian 
movement of the most genuine sort. All the mission- 
aries of that provincial center seemed to agree with 
me. 

A year later General Feng became military gover- 
nor of Honan Province. Shortly afterward I visited, 
him. He wished to make arrangements for the spe- 
cial meetings we were to hold. After supper the 
General mounted his bicycle and I took a ‘ricksha; 
we went around to look over. the several theaters, 
to fix on a suitable audience room. 

Governor Feng kept every one busy around him. 
On a Sunday morning there would be fourteen dif- 
ferent places wher@ religious services were held among 
the regiments of his army. At that time his army 
had increased to twenty-five thousand men. I gen- 
erally spoke in a building seating fifteen hundred 
men. These were all believers, officers, non-commis- 
sioned officers, and men. 

Governor Feng had everything in that provincial 
capital run on Christian lines. You could almost 
imagine you were in Christian Toronto. One of 
his many training schools was for provincial police. 
One day when a great number of ‘men were baptized ‘ 
I took part in baptizing eighty-four policemen. His 
aim was to have every policeman in the province a 
follower of Jesus Christ. It might be good for the 
many if all thé police of London, New York, and 
Chicago were followers of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

When General Feng had put in about six months 
as military governor of Honan his jealous friends 
took action to have him dismissed. The plausible pre- | 
text was promotion to Peking, but the meral knew 
it was an Irish promotion. I called on him to say 
farewell the evening before his departure. First thing 
he asked: 

“Have you had supper?” 

- No, but I am going right back to Mr. Joyce’s for 
it. 

“No, you shall have supper here. I have just had 
mine, but yours shall be brought in, arid while you 
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are eating I am going to chat with you.” 

It was very evident that General Feng was feeling 
keenly his dismissal from the province. With deep 
feeling he said to me: “As I see it, it will be im- 
possible for me to support my army in Peking. Sup- 
pose they starve my army away from me, as I think 
they plan to do, wou!d_you be willing that I should 
go with you for say four years, that I may learn all 
of the Bible that you know, so that I may go out 
and help save my fellow countrymen?” 

“General,” I replied, “don’t be uneasy. If God 
Almighty did not permit your leaving the province, 
all the devils in hell could not get you out. Go up 
to Peking with an easy mind; train your army to the 
utmost; leave nothing to chance, not even the shoe- 
laces; put tp trust wholly in the living God and 
keep out of the rotten politics up there. Then when 
bet time of opportunity comes he will make use 
of you.” 

n the following day, as they were passing through 
Chengchou, Chiang, the chief of staff, came in with 
the issue of the local paper. The editor knew that 
he could say now what he liked about General Feng, 
because the General was out of the governorship. 
The chief of staff said: 

“Why, General Feng, just listen to these charges 
that are made against you in this paper. Let me 
reply to him and his ears will tingle.” 

General Feng answered with a wave of his hand, 
“Get-thee behind me, Satan.” 

There was a time of drought while General Feng 
was Governor of Honan. The people had paraded 
their gods around and used every possible means to 
‘induce them to send rain. It was all in vain; every- 
thing was perishing. In. this extremity Marshal Feng 
announced that his army would assemble and pray 
for rain. People by the tens of thousands came out 
to see. After praying that evening, there was a 
slight shower, but not nearly enough; next day it 
poured. Surely Marshal Feng and his men had more 
‘than the ordinary faith when they could pray for rain 
in Hunan Province and get it, and pray for rain in 
Honan Province and get it. All that I saw, all that 
I heard while I was with his army in Honan Province 
led me to believe that the movement was truly Chris- 
tian. I emphasize this point because some have ques- 
tioned the genuineness OF Marshal Feng’s conversion. 

After the army moved to Peking I spent a good 
deal of time with them. Sometimes supplies were very 
straitened. The men for weeks on end had not enough 
to eat. It was noticeable that their cheeks were be- 
coming more hollow day by day, yet I never was 
among a more happy or contented lot of men. They 
knew that their commander even in times of plenty 
ate the safne coarse fare that they did. I have often 
eaten at the same table with the Marshal, but never 
have I seen him eating bread made of wheat flour. 
It was always of the coarse grain that the common 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


soldiers had to live on. Months on end I have been 
among these men, and never saw a man smoking, 
never smelled liquor on their breath, never did I hear 
them swearing or see them fighting. Never once did 
I find men playing cards or gambling. All manner 
of useful trades were being taught them, Talk about 
social service! The best sample of social service 
I ever saw was there in that great encampment south 
of Peking. The aim of Marshal Feng was that, when 
through age or other reasons his men must be dis- 
missed from the army, they would have a reliable 
trade whereby they might make a decent living. Lieu- 
tenants and all below them had to learn these trades. 

Marshal Feng’s conviction was that by having all 
his soldiers learn a trade he would do away with 
banditry. “For example,” he said, “our people must 
always wear socks. An ex-soldier with ordinary abil- 
ity can make a dollar a day with his little knitting 
machine, That means he has a secure income of thirty 
dollars a month. I care not what inducement a bandit 
leader may offer to such a man, he is not going to 
be foolish enough to give up a certain livelihood to 
take the risks of a bandit. Our bandits are mainly 
ex-soldiers; therefore, have all our soldiers. learn 
suitable trades and’ we automatically abolish banditry.” 

Such was not the vogue in other Chinese armies. 
Surely the root from which all this social service 
sprang was Christianity. Some people call Marshal 
Feng a hypocrite. Well, I only know that morning 
by morning at half past five o’clock he and I studied 
the Scriptures together. . Hypocrites, as a-rule, are 
not found so early at their Bibles. 

Once when Marshal Feng was in the Peking hos- 
pital for an operation, General Chang Chih-Chiang 
and I called in to chat with him. While we were 
there, General P’an; who had charge of aviation for 
China, called. On being introduced to me he said: 
“Isn’t it astonishing what Marshal Feng has done 
in his army of thirty usand men? He has molded 
them into the model 3fmy of China. Other armies 
are constantly mutinying, but General Feng’s men 
won't mutiny even if they starve to death. It amazes 


On the little table by his head was Marshal Feng’s 
Bible. It was a well-marked Bible, too. How many 
of my readers have the courage to take a large Bible 
into a public hospital with them? Remember, this 
is what we choose to call “heathen China,” and here 
is Marshal Feng with his big Bible along. Reaching 
out, I took the Bible and held it up in my hand, say- 
ing, “General P’an, this is God’s Book. Marshal 
Feng and his officers and men believe what God says 
in this Book, and they obey his commandments. There- 
fore they are not only the model army of China, but 
of the world.” Both Marshal Feng and General 
Chang said, “True, true, we owe everything to this 


Book.” 
(To be continued) 








Ur's “Ram Caught in a Thicket” 
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of the University of Pennsylvania to examine the 

great collection of antiquities from Ur af Chaldees. 
No matter how careful and conscientious the ex- 
plorers may be in description of discoveries, the im- 
perfection of human language and the differences in 
human minds cause it to be by no means certain that 
the impression made upon others by such description 
will be the same as that intended by the explorer. 
So I always desire to see for myself what is found 
and endeavor thus, from first hand information, to 
give the Times readers a correct impression. And 
now arises the difficulty of my conveying to them 
exactly the impression I intend! Well, I will try. 

The collection, when carefully examined and cor- 
rectly understood seenis to measure up to the claims 
of the discoverers.in nearly all respects. Perhaps the 
claim that these relics in artistic quality surpassed 
anything else from the ancient world, might be doubted 
as something of an exaggeration. They perhaps are 
as elegant and costly as the Egyptian collection from 
Dashur, but are not so beautiful in our eyes. But 
the general impression they convey of the advanced 
civilization of that early period and its superiority to 
anything in later Babylonian culture is fully. war- 
ranted. The farther back we penetrate in that land, 
the higher is the culture. One might profitably spend 
hours in the Museum inspecting the collection in all 
its completeness. For, though some of the most valu- 
able articles were retained in the Bagdad Museum, 
duplicates are here seen that show exactly what they 
were like. If within reach of the Museum at any 
time, do not miss seeing this collection. It gives a 
better impression of the culture of the ‘world. back 


| HAVE just returned from a visit to the Museum 


toward the dispersion after the Flood than anything 
else can give. 

One particular piece of- this collection has aroused 
more interest and thought, and in the minds of some 
perhaps astonishment and something akin to a panicky 
feeling, than aJl the rest of the collection together. It is 
the ram in the thicket. He is rearing up upon his hind 
legs peering from among the bushes of a thicket. It 
is impossible to consider such a thing from Ur of 
Chaldees, the homeland of Abram, without at once 
thinking of the ram in the thicket that was the provi- 
dential provision for the deliverance of Isaac through 
the providing of a substitute. To some perhaps the 
suggestiveness is startling, perhaps even disconcerting. 
It reminds me of the objection a minister once made 
to the suggestion that Dr. R. D. Wilson should be 
permitted to do more research work. “Yes,” said he, 
“and who knows what he would be finding?” Some 
people live in haunted houses; there are closets into 
which they are afraid te look. I cannot be affected 
that way any more. I have looked into so many 
closets supposed to have ghosts in them and have 
never found a ghost yet, that I cannot get up even 
a respectable shiver. 

This ram in the thicket sounds no alarm. But 
it cannot be ignored. It is a fact, an artifact that 
must be explained and incorporated with all else that 
we know of the history and culture of Abrahamic 
times. Undoubtedly such a representation had a spe- 
cial significance, else it would not have become an 
artistic symbol. The most apt significance, if not the 
only meaning that can be attached to such a symbol, 
is that of a providential help; the ram. is there. fox 
the taking. It is thus that the phrase, “a ram caught 
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in a thicket,” might become a proverbial expréssion 
for providential help and deliverance. So that a ram 
actually caught by its horns in the thicket in sight 
of Abraham would immediately be understood as a 
providential deliverance, or even God’s arresting him 
and the deliverance might be given such proverbial 
expression; in any case the meaning of the event is 
still exactly the same. Isaac was saved by a deliver- 
ance from God himself and by the provision of a 
substitute. We may-not* know fully yet what. this 
symbol from Ur means, but it is manifest that it in 
no way mars the event or changes the type of Christ 
in the substitutionary deliverance. 

Ur exhibit in Museum of the University of Pennsyl- 
vania, Philadelphia, : 


iw 
Fixing the Time of Abram 


IS interesting to note with what confidence the 
Abrahamic period is now mentioned as 2000-1900, 
and more definitely the date of Hammurabi’s. domi- 
nancy in the East as 1910, . This is thus in almost 
exact accord with the date we determined from the 
pottery data at Kirjath-sepher, early in the nineteenth 
century B. C, for the great break in the. Jordan Val- 
ley at the destruction of the cities of the Plain. It 
has long been known that back to the time of Abram, 
the chronology of Ussher was fairly accurate, He 
placed Abram at about 1920 B..-C. 

Museum Bulletin, University of Pennsylvania, Vol. 2, 
No. 6. 
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Will Other Babylonian Flood Stories Be Found? 


| ig ag gene ig have also begun at Fara, which 
is the modern name of the city in which lived 
the Babylonian hero of the Babylonian Flood story. 
It is known as one of the oldest cities in Babylonia. 
Already a rich find of tablets has been reported, and 
when they are read we may learn most .interesting 
Babylonian legends of the Flood. 

Museum Bulletin, University of Pennsylvania, April, 1931. 


Uncovering An: Old Jewish Fort 


ETH ZUR was one of the few cities in southern 
Palestine occupied after the Babylonian Exile. 
It was strongly fortified and was captured and held 
by the Maccabees. Many times as we stopped at the 
refreshing of Philip’s well, north of Hebron, we 
looked over at the frowning ruins of this old Jewish 
fortress and looked forward to its uncovering. Pro- 
fessor Sellers of Chicago Theological Seminary, and 
a member of our Staff at Kirjath-sepher in 1630, 
was arranging an expedition to excavate Beth Pon 
in 1931. Now he is there, with Dr. Albright as ad- 
viser, and interesting things are already found. The 
great east gate facing Philip’s well has been opened, 
and a street leading into the city found, with an inn 
with stables and some little shops. It is hoped to 
get interesting information concerning the post-exilic 
time, especially Maccabean times, and of Palestine 
as the time of Christ draws near. 
Post-Gazette, Pittsburgh, and New York Times, July 4, 


1931. 
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The Advanced Civilization of Early Peoples 


gy Bowe work at Nuzi and at Billah made great pro- 
gress in the study of the ancient civilizations, but 
produced little of interest to Bible students, except 
in the most general way. Especially to be noticed 
is the very early date, the third and even the fourth 
millennium B. C., to which this old civilization in 
Iraq extends, and the very striking fact that at 
Billah, as at Ur of Chaldees, the culture of the earlier 
period is higher than at the later. bay 

Professor Robert H. Pfeiffer for Nuzi and Dr. Speiser 
for Billah, Bulletin for American Schools of Oriental Re- 
search, April, 1931. 
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Interpreting Pottery from the Piains of Moab 


Ts discussion of the pottery found in the Plain 
of Moab by Pere Mallon continues at the hands 
of the experts. In a quite technical article, Dr. Al- 
bright in his incisive analysis maintains very strongly 
that the pottery at Ghassul on the Plain of Moab, 
though by some thought to be of the ruins of. Sodom and 
Gomorrah, cannot be later than about~3000 B. C.; that 
unmistakably, also, agriculture was developed before 
pottery-making began. This.is exactly in accord with 
the curious list of the rise of civilization imbedded 
in the narrative in Genesis 4. 

Dr. W. F. Albright, Bulletin American Schools, April, 1931. 


Pre-Abrahamic Educational Methods 


GLIMPSE into the educational methods of the 
ancient Sumerians is given by the uncovering of 
the home of a priest who was apparently also a 
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Lesson: for September 13 


schoolmaster. His living quarters, his classroom, a 
large portion of his library and archives have been 
found. Among the archives is a bilingual tablet con- 
taining a word list in Sumerian.and Semitic: with the 
various endings. Evidently not only were the prin- 
ciples of language teaching the same then as now as 
a matter of course, for principles do not change, but 
also the people of that time, just before the migration 
of Abram, understood and used the same principles 
and methods in use in language schools today. The 
age of Abram was nota time of ignorance, and surely 
the Patriarch would bring with him some archives 
from his homeland. Early world records as well as 
revelation records would thus be quite possible. 


4 
Have Genuine ‘* Footlamps”’ Been Found? 


HE repudiation of the faked announcement of my 

discovery of “footlamps” has brought already two 
declarations of the knowledge of such lamps. One is 
of a lamp at Pompeii which may be ruled: out at once, 
as having no probable relation to the discussion. What 
bearing could lamps of the Roman civilization at 
Pompeii have upon lamps in Palestine of the time of 
David a thousand years earlier? If. there were any 
relation, ai least it must be definitely shown. If any- 
one will send me the evidence of footlamps, I will 
gladly publish it in these columns. The evidence 
should include exact description of the lamp, the Age 
to which it belonged and the evidence of that, and 
the data by which was determined the place from 
which it comes. It will be interesting to know also 
where it Snow is and may be seen. 


PITTSBURGH. 
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A Modern Conflict on Mt. Carmel 


By Ernest Gordon 


HE prophet Elijah had his struggle with the 
priests of Baal on Mount Carmel. A similar 
conflict between those who believe in one true 
God and those who in veiled ways still hold to Baal’s 
system, took place in the same historic mountain a 
generation ago. The victory *was to those who trust 
in a prayer-answering Jehovah. 

Carmel means “the vineyard of the Lord.” On its 
fair slopes is a convent of the Carmelites, one of the 
least enlightened of the Roman Catholic orders. The 
Carmelites claim foundation by Elijah, a false claim 
yet one authenticated by a statue of Elijah in St. 
Peter’s at Rome, erected by papal permission and af- 
firming in its inscription this falsehood. The brown- 
gowned, barefooted monks have on their coat-of-arms 
the arm of Elijah, with a sword. 

In their neighborhood are German colonists, devout 
Wurtemburg pietists, who settled in this as in other 
sacred places in Palestine in the middle of the last 
century. In the early eighties they bought a plot of 
land for the establishment of a mission, one chief 
feature of which was to be a Christian resort for rest, 
healing, and spiritual’ refreshment after the type of 
Heinrichbad and Bad Boll. : 

When, however, the colonists started to build a road 
from their’ settlement to the newly acquired site on 
the north side of Carmel, they found themselves op- 
posed with force by the Carmelite monks, the spiritual 
descendants of “the four hundred who ate at Jezebel’s 
table.’ Bedouins and Arabs with loaded guns were 
stationed on the ground where the road was to run 


and ordered to shoot the Germans at sight if they~ 


dared to undertake road-making. 
heretics shall not set foot on the holy mountain.” 
the “heretics” withdrew for counsel and prayer. 
While they were so engaged a company of Arabs 
hove in sight. Their horses carried a dead body which 
it transpired was that of a German nobleman who had 
suddenly died-on the road between Nazareth and Haifa. 
His wife, who had been with him, sought out the 
German consul at Haifa and arrangements were made 
for interment in the German cemetery. Out of grati- 
tude for his services the noblewoman insisted on 
presenting him with the sum of 30,000 francs which, 
however, he refused to accept for himself. © Never- 
theless he explained to her the difficulties which their 
fellow-countrymen were having with the Carmelites. 
A law suit with attendant expenses was in sight. This 
gift he would consider as an answer.to the prayer 
of his friends. Whereupon came the reply: ‘Herr 
Consul, draw up a formal deed of gift, but make it 
31,000 francs instead of 30,000. I see you need it 
and that sum will fit better into my accounts.” 
Followed a long and arduous legal battle between 
the consul and the monks. Two years passed. All 
but 7,000 francs of the original gift had been spent 
and the colonists were apparently no mearer a settle- 
ment. At this time the evangelist Johannes Seitz 
visited the colony and the consul, who was a devout 
Christian, appealed to him for advice. 
“I told him,” wrote Seitz, “that it was now clear 
This article is based on “Errinerungen und Erfahrungen 
von Johannes Seitz,” Buchhandlung des Gemeinschafts 
Verein, Chemnitz, Germany. 


“The Lutheran 
So 
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why God had brought me to him. Many times in my 
life had & found myself in similar blind alleys and 
God had pointed out to me the verses of Joshua 5: 
13-15 as indicating the way out. Joshua’ was facing 
the mighty defenses of Jericho, but before the fortress 
fell, or could fall, the angel of the Lord confronted 
him with quivering sword, saying, ‘Draw off thy 
shoes. The place whereon thou standest is holy 
ground.’ God showed me that before my Jericho could 
tumble there must be a radical and thoroughgoing 
cleansing of mind, conscience, and way of life. Then 
only would victory follow.” 

“You are in this same position,” continued Seitz 
to the consul. “Do this! Ransack your whole busi- 
ness, family, and personal life and if aught is not 
right, if there is aught which can render your prayers 
of none effect, cast and cleanse it away to the very 
ground. Then we will pray together and you will 
sée that God will attend to the Carmelite monks and 
give you the victory.” 

Said and done! “After that we met two or three 
times daily in~his office and laid the whole maiter 
before God. I know not how long we prayed and be- 
sought, but suddenly the conviction came that God 
had heard us and I could say to my friend, ‘There is 
no need to pray further. I am certain we are heard.’” 

As by a wonderful interposition a dragoman con- 
nected with the German embassy in Constantinople 
heard of the affair. He brought it to the attention 
of the German ambassador at the Turkish capital. 
The ambassador placed it before the German Chan- 
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cellor, Prince Bismarck. The latter with his accus- 
tomed energy insisted on the Sublime Porte’s giving 
these German settlers their rights. The Turkish Sul- 
tan sent two special emissaries to Carmel to investi- 
gate who reported that the monastery was engaged 
in a scandalous breach of justice and fair-dealing. Yet 
in spite of this report the Carmelites were able, in 
the doubtful ways of the East, to influence the officials 
so that permission for road building was still withheld. 

Then Bismarck turned to the Pope himself and the 
latter despatched the head of the Carmelite Order 
to examine the situation. His report confirmed the 
preceding ones. Germany was too powerful to be 
offended in this fashion, and a telegram from the Pope 
to the designing monks directed them to desist. This 
worked like a bombshell. In order to save their face 
the monks not only withdrew opposition to the road- 
building but even offered to sell adjacent land. 

The price asked was 7,000 francs, —precisely the 
sum that remained of the noblewoman’s gift. 

“You see,” writes Seitz, “what God can do with the 
prayer of-a pair of weeping men when they undertake 
a thoroughgoing personal cleansing and removal of 
whatever stands in the way of answer. He set in 
motion three great powers in order to give us the 
victory,—the German Empire, the Turkish Empire, 
and the Papacy.” 

The road was built: the mission established and, a 
useful and expanding work among Arabs and Jews 
still continues. 


New Hampton, N. Iv. 








blessing both to visitors and school 








Canvassing for Sunday School Pupils 


How a personal visitation campaign proved a 


By Grace M. Miller 














SYSTEMATIC canvass for Sunday-school 
A pupils in the region round about the church, has 

brought definice results in a beach town in south- 
ern California. This Sunday-school is 
yearly in attendance. Here: is the report of the 
superintendent with respect to growth in 1930. 

“The average attendance in the Bible school each 
Sunday for the first quarter in 1930 was 577; for the 
second quarter, 612; for the third, 609; for the fourth, 
723. The average per Sunday for the entire year was 
630. This is an increase of 116 ovér last year. By way 
of comparison, we find our average attendance for 
December* a year ago was 547 per Sunday. 
December 1930; 726, an average increase of 183 pupils. 

“We set two goals for 1930 and reached them. The 
first was to have an attendance of seven hundred for 
at least one Sunday, on or before Easter. We made it. 
The second was to secure eight hundred by the end of 
the year, realized on two Sundays by an attendance of 
811 and of 854, respectively.” 

The canvass, which was conducted in the month of 
October, procured seventy babies for the Cradle Roll 
Department, and forty-four permanent members to the 
other departments. To the constant work of the pupils 
themselves in this Bible school in inviting their friends 
and acquaintances to come to'their schooi is due the 
balance of the increase mentioned above, 

Let it be understood that no effort was made to get 
members away from any other Sunday-school. The 
additions were won entirely from those who had just 
arrived in town, and from residents who were not 
attending anywhere. It was solely to the “un-Sunday- 
schooled” that the appeal was made. 

The canvassing was done by a band of personal 
workers known as the “Seventy,” although they do 
not actually number that many,—more nearly fifty. 
They went out “two by two” and did ‘the calling work 
of the church, the task which usually devolves on an 
assistant pastor. Some of the members of this band 
were business and working men and women, who 
naturally cannot take the daytime to participate in 
such an undertaking as this, so volunteers were found 
in the church to substitute for them. 

This district toward the west of the church about 
ten blocks, to the east the same number, southerly to- 
ward the beach about a half a mile, and northerly 
twenty blocks, was the field for the canvass. There 
are five other orthodox churches in this territory, all 
but one smaller than the canvassing church, but it was 
felt that we were only doing our duty in going to any 
and all in this region who were neglecting Sunday- 
school and the Way of Life. No objection was ex- 
pressed by the other denominations. The canvassers 
called at every door in the district and of course found 
many who were church and Sunday-school attendants. 
The majority of these took no offense, but smiled and 
said, “Yes, thank you, I go to such and such a Sun- 
nc Hi It is a commendable thing that you are 

oing.” 

It was an enthusiastic group that went out, most of 
them experienced in personal work. Some however, 
were not, but these began an apprenticeship that proved 


advancing - 


For: 


blessed to themselves and profitable to their church. 

The wife of the pastor, who was a very successful 
teacher of boys of the eight-to-nine-year age, gave 
some helpful hints as to the manner of approaching 
people. She said, “Once I knocked at a door. “A 
young woman answered it. I asked, ‘Do you attend 
Sunday-school?’ She-replied, ‘I do when I feel like 
it, and when I don’t, I don’t,’ and she shut the door in 
my face. Since then I never make my question so 
direct or accusing. I ask if there are any children in 
the house who are not attending anywhere, and from 
that point I work to the older members of the family.” 

One of the canvassers took her cue from the pastor’s 
wife and composed a formal invitation in the third 
person, which she repeated at every door: “The First 
B. Church, corner Fifth and C. are extending a cordial 
invitation to those not attached to any church or Sun- 
day-school to attend their Sunday-school next Sunday. 
Is there any one in this house who does not attend 
anywhere?” It saved time and élicited, with rare ex- 
ception, a courteous reply. 

The canvassers wrote down on cards the name of 
each person not attending anywhere, his or her address 
and age. In the case of older people, the age of course 
was not asked, the writer merely approximated it and 
made a memorandum something like this: “Suitable 
for So-and So’s class.” If the prospect had been a 
member of some church in the east (practically every 
one in this town comes from the middle-west) that 
wee also noted. The canvass occupied a day and a 

alf. 

It should be stated here that this group of workers 
were not timid, They were a “hustling” group em- 
ploying the same perseverence and courtesy that a suc- 
cessful salesman uses in the pursuit of his business. 
They had something to “sell” in which they believed 
utterly, and they did not intend to give up until they 
had “‘sold” some of it. 

Each team of two, as they finished their ‘assignment, 
took their cards with the names and data to the 
church, Here they were sorted and given to the 
proper Sunday-school teacher who did follow-up, 
work, calling on the candidates who belonged to his 
or her department. 

To be sure all candidates were not won, but satis- 
factory results were realized. The forty-four perma- 
nent members to the Sunday-school above the Cradle 
Roll Department (which secured seventy babies) were 
divided as follows: 11 Beginners, 19 Primary, 5 
Juniors, 3 Intermediates, 6 in the Adult departments. 

The following week at prayer-meeting the testi- 
mony period was given over to the canvassers. One 
woman said, “Doors were thrown open wide. Interest ° 
was shown everywhere.” She related opportunities 
she had had to witness for the Saviour to those who 
were discouraged and in need of spiritual help. Of 
course there were a few rebuffs, trifling things to en- 
dure for Jesus’ sake. Her experience was id°ntical 
with those of the others. In one instance a woman 
gave her heart to the Lord while the canyasser was 
interviewing her in her home. : 

Lone Beacu, CAL. 
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SEPTEMBER 13. SOME MISSIONARY EXPERIENCES 


International Uniform Lesson.—Acts 14; Ephesians 6 : 10-20 


Golden Text.— Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness’ sake: for their’s is the kingdom of heaven.—Matthew 5 : 10 








The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson Committee for printing in 


the lesson helps is Acts 14: 8-23 


KinG JAMES VERSION 


Acts 14:8 And there sat a certain man 
at Lystra, impotent in his feet, being a 
cripple from his mother’s womb, who never 
had walked: 


9 The same heard Paul speak: who 
stedfastly beholding him, and perceiving 
that he had faith to be healed, 

10 Said with a loud voice, Stand up- 
right on thy feet. And he leaped and 
walked. 

11 And when the people saw what Paul 
had done, they lifted up their voices, say- 
ing in the speech of Lycaonia, The gods 
are come down to us in the likeness of 
men. 

12 And they called Barnabas, Jupiter ; 
and Paul, Mercurius, because he was the 
chief speaker. 

13 Then the priest of Jupiter, which was 
before their city, brought oxen and gar- 
lands unto the gates, and would have done 
sacrifice with the people. 

14 Which when the apostles, Barnabas 
and Paul, heard of, they rent their clothes, 
and ran in among the people, crying out, 

15 And saying, Sirs, why do ye these 
things? We also are men of lke pas- 
sions with you, and preach unto you that 
ye should turn from these vanities unto 
the living God, which made heaven, and 
earth, and the sea, and all things that are 
therein: 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 

Acts 14:8 And at Lystrathere sat a 
certain man, impotent in his feet, a crip- 
ple from his mother’s womb, who never 
had walked. 9 The same heard Paul 
speaking: who, fastening his eyes. upon 
him, and seeing that he had faith to 
be made whole, 10 said with a loud voice, 
Stand upright on thy feet. And he leaped 
up and walked. 11 And when the multi- 
tudes saw what Paul had done, they lifted 
up their voice, saying in the speech of 
Lycaonia. The gods are come down to us 
in the likeness of men. 12 And they 
called Barnabas, *Jupiter; and Paul, 
*Mercury, because he was the chief 
speaker. 13 And the priest of Jupiter 
whose temple was before the city, brought 
oxen and garlands unto the gates, and 
would have done sacrifice with the multi- 
tudes. 14 But when the apostles, Barna- 
bas and Paul, heard of it, they rent their 
garments, and sprang forth ‘among the 
multitude, crying out 15 and saying, Sirs, 
why do ye these things? We also are 
men of like * passions with you, and bring 
you good tidings, that ye should turn from 
these vain things unto a living God, who 
made the heaven and the earth and the 


KinGc JAMES VERSION 


16 Who in times past suffered all 
nations to walk in their own ways. 


17 Nevertheless he left not himself with- 
out witness, in that he did good, and gave 
us rain from heaven, and fruitful seasons, 
filling our hearts with food and gladness. 


18 And with these sayings scarce re- 
strained they the people, that they had not 
done sacrifice unto them. 


19 And there came thither certain Jews 
from Antioch and Iconium, who persuaded 
the people, and, having stoned Paul, drew 
7 om agg of the city, supposing he had been 

eal : ° 


20 Howbeit, as the disciples stood round 
about him, he rose up, and came into the 
city: and the next day he departed with 
Barnabas to Derbe. 


21 And when they had preached the 
gospel to that city, and had taught many, 
they returned again to Lystra, and to 
Iconium, and Antioch, 


22 Confirming the souls of the disciples, 
and exhorting them to continue in the faith, 
and that we must through much tribula- 
tion enter into the kingdom of God. 


23 And when they had ordained them 
elders in every church, and had prayed 
with fasting, they commended them to the 
Lord, on whom they believed. 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 

sea, and all that in them is: 16 who in 
the generations gone by suffered all the 
“nations to walk in their own ways. 17 
And yet he leit not himself without wit- 
ness, in that he did/good and gave you 
from heaven rains “and fruitful seasons, 
filling your hearts with food and gladness. 
18 And with these sayings scarce re- 
strained they the multitudes from doing 
sacrifice unto them. 

19 But there came Jews thither from 
Antioch and Iconium: and having per- 
suaded the multitudes, they stoned Paul, 
and dragged him out of the city, supposing 
that he was dead. 20 But as the disciples 
stood round about him, he rose up, and 
entered into the city: and on the morrow 
he went forth with Barnabas to Derbe. 
21 And when they had ° preached the gos- 
pel to that city, and had made many dis- 
ciples, they returned to Lystra, and to 
Iconium, and to Antioch, 22 confirming 
the souls of the disciples, exgorting them 
to continue in the faith, and that through 
many tribulations we must enter into the 
kingdom of God. 23 And when they had 
appointed for them elders in every church, 
and had prayed with fasting, they com- 
mended them to the Lord, on whom they 
had believed. 

1Gr., Zeus. *Gr., Hermes. * Or, 

nature. *Or, Gentiles. See ch. 4: 

25. °Gr., brought the good tidings. 

Comp. ch. 5: 42. 


American Standard Version copyright, 1929, by International Council of Religious Education. 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By J. Russell Howden 
The Historical Setting 
MSAY suggests that the ministry at Iconium 
Fe ccc the spring and summer of A. D. 48, 


while the events at Lystra took place in the 
autumn, and at Derbe in the winter of that year. 


The Practical Aim 


To arouse in the pupils’ minds the desire to share “in 
the kingdom and patience of Jesus Christ” (Rev. 1:9). 


Verse by Verse 


Acts 14:8—Lystra. This town was founded as a 
Roman colony by Augustus, probably about 6 B. C., 
when an effort was made to tame and regulate the 
mountain tribes on the southern frontier of the province 
Galatia. As on the northwest frontier of India today, 
the means adopted included a system of military roads 
and garrison towns. Of these, Lystra was one. These 
colonies all used the Latin language officially. This 
was a rare and noteworthy fact in the eastern province 
where as a_rule Rome acquiesced in the use of Greek, 
and made no attempt to naturalize Latin. The use of 
the Roman tongue implies that these colonists felt a 
special pride in their Roman character. Lystra was 
about 18 miles south-southwest from Iconium. Lystra 
stood about 3,780 feet above sea level and about 430 
feet above Iconium. Timothy was probably born at 
Lystra (16:1). 

Verse 8—There sat a certain man. Observe the 
marked emphasis which Luke lays upon the real phys- 
ical incapacity of the lame man. Though as a rule he 
carries brevity even to the verge of obscurity, here he 
reiterates in three successive phrases, with growing 
emphasis, that the man was really lame. The man was 
no mendicant pretender, but one whose history from 
infancy was well known. The case could not be ex- 
plained away. It was an indisputable proof of God’s 
power working through Paul (Ramsay). 

Verse 9—Heard Paul speak. The verb is in the im- 
perfect tense. This is important. The man was listen- 
ing perhaps for many days to the preaching of the 
Word. Perceiving that he had faith. His countenance, 
read by the apostle’s gift of spiritual discernment, gave 
evidence of his faith. 

Verse 10— He leaped and walked. He leaped up 
instantly (aorist), and began to walk about (imperfect). 

Verse 11.—The speech of Lycaonia.. What this dia- 
lect was we do not know. Living in a mountainous 
and secluded district, they probably used only Greek 
in théir intercourse with strangers, as Welsh people 
today might use English. It is clear that the’ apostles 


x a % a 


did not understand the cry that was raised, or they 
would have protested at once. 

Verse 12—They called Barnabas, Jupiter. It was 
in the neighboring country of Phrygia that Philemon 
and Baucis were fabled to have entertained the two 
divinities here named. 

Verse 13.—Jupiter, which was before their city. The 
“god before the city” was a kind of technical title. It 
meant that the particular temple dedicated to this god 
stood outside the city gates. 


Verse 20—He rose up. This clearly describes a 
sudden and miraculous recovery. Derbe. This was a 
city of Lycaonia on the main road from Iconium and 
Lystra southeast of Laranda. Nothing is known of 
its early history. Gaius of Derbe was one of the delega- 
tion that accompanied Paul to Jerusalem in charge of 
the contributions of the Pauline churches (20: 4). 

Verse 23—When they had ordained them elders. 
The word translated “ordained” means, literally, “ap- 





Through Many Tribulations 
By Amos R. Wells 


6*7T’HROUGH many tribulations **— Paul knew 

well what he said; for he had toiled and 
suffered, had groaned and sweat and bled; he knew 
the cold, the hunger, the storm, the torrent’s force, 
the fever and the stoning — none turned him from 
his course. ‘* Through many tribulations’? — Paul 
knew it all full well: the plots of crafty enemies 
with hearts as black as hell, the calumnies, the 
bitter taunts, the malice and the hate, the whisper- 
ings in secret, the charges at the gate. ‘‘ Through 
many tribulations’* — how often Paul had borne 
the world’s contempt, the world’s distrust, the 
world’s outrageous scorn! How often he, the 
kingly soul, had known the world’s neglect! How 
oft had seen his cherished plans unscrupulously 
wrecked! ‘‘ Through many tribulations ’’— in pris- 
ons foul and black, in loneliness, in bitterness, in 
drear and utter lack, by buffetings of cruel fate, by 
shipwreck in the sea, by all the woes that ever were, 
all that could ever be! And yet in tribulations how 
firm-he was and bold! How turned he all the dross 
of earth to heaven's shining gold! How held his 
solid base of faith, his conquering courage high,— 
it was not all of life to live nor all of death to die! 
** Through many tribulations °’ — we take a cow- 
ard’s shame for faltering beneath a sneer, a laugh, 
or carping blame! And when we take our trials, 
our tribulations all, — come, let us bear them like 
a man; let us remember Paul! 
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pointed by show of hands.” But Luke uses it in a 
general way to mean “appointed.” Compare. 10: 41 
where there can be no idea of voting. At the same 
time names may have been suggested by the local 
churches for appointment to the eldership while the 
apostles naturally had the final decision in the matter. 
This was the procedure followed in Acts 6: 3. 


A Lesson Outline 


God is not a God far off. He loves man too much 
to leave him alone.- He is the God who interferes 
(cf. Deut. 32:11, 12). And God’s interference like 
the action of some powerful chemical reagent upon a 
compound provokes oftentimes violent manifestations, 
So here you have (1) the healing of the lame man, 
Interference with his physical disabilities. (2) The 
averting of the proffered sacrifice: Interference with 
man’s ideas of natural religion. (3) The arousal of 
violent hatred against the benefactors. (4) Deliver- 
ance of Paul from death by stoning. Interference with 
wicked passions. 


. Golden Topics 


1. Human ideas of the divine. In the episode where 
the two apostles were worshiped at Lystra, Barnabas 
is named first as Zeus or Jupiter, and Paul next as 
Hermes or Mercury the messenger. The same qualities 
that mark out Paul to us as the leader marked him out 
to the populace of Lycaonia as the agent and subordi- 
nate. The western mind regards the leader as thé 
active and energetic partner. But the Oriental mind 
considers the leader to be the person who sits still and 
does nothing while his subordinates speak and work for 
him. Hence in the truly Oriental religions the chief 
God sits apart from the world, communicating with it 
through his messenger and subordinate. Incidentally 
we may notice both the diametrical antithesis of this 
conception of the divine nature from the Christian con- 
ception, and also the absolute negation of the Oriental 
conception in Christ’s words to his disciples (Matt. 20: 
26) (Ramsay). 


2. Eldership. Jewish synagogues were directed and 
ruled by elders and it was natural that in the Christian 
churches the same kind of regulation should spring up. 
Especially would this be the case where the first con- 
verts came from among Jews. The term “elder” im- 
plies seniority and therefore maturity of experience and 
judgment. Such people are the natural leaders in any 
community. Note carefully that these ordinations are 
not to the priesthood. Every Christian is a priest, but 
not every Christian is an elder. Every elder is a priest, 
but not every priest is an elder. 


3. The stoning of Paul. Paul had assisted at the 
stoning of Stephen. Now he has to endure the same 
cruelty himself. It was probably at this time and 
during these sufferings that the experience of which 
he speaks in 2 Corinthians 12: 2-5 came to him. This 


































































































































Lesson for September 13 


was God’s gracious compensation to his servant for his 
time of trial. Paul does not say that he was dead, but 
he was very close to the border line, 


4. The fickleness of popular favor. The people who 
had wanted to offer sacrifice to Paul in the morning 
wanted to kill him in the afternoon. The miracle done 
to the impotent man appealed to the people. This was 
the kind of religion they understood and for which 
they. were willing. But the religion of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, which offers not so much material good as 
spiritual good, is something that does not appeal 
to the hearts of unregenerate men at all. 


Tunsrince WELLS, Enc. 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is an unusual 

one, and accounts for their variety, stimulus, and search- 

ing character. They are written by several members of 

The Sunday School Times staff,—Mr, Howden, Mrs. 

Hatton, Mrs, Askew, Mr. Smith, and an Associate 

Editor of the Times, Mr. Lane. Have yow tried assign- 

ing some of the questions to different members of your 

class, letting them see whether they can discover the 
answers as given in the following issue? 
HAT striking difference in time is indicated in 
Scripture between Paul’s stay in Iconium and 
Lystra? 

2. What words of Paul’s at Lystra contain the same 
argument for a knowledge of God from nature as that he 
sets out in Romans, and elsewhere in The Acts? 

_ 3. What did giving Barnabas the name of Jupiter 
signify ? 

4. What facts about Paul’s personal appearance are 
inferentially learned from Acts. 14? 

5. How did John the Baptist express the same spirit 
that Paul showed in receiving popular praise? ~ 

6. How —~ we most accurately appraise the value of 

ity 


7. How did Paul express to the Galatians his attitude 
toward earthly glory? 


8. What young man must have been in that first group 
of Christians at Lystra? 
9. Why did Barnabas and Paul report their first 
. missionary trip to the church in Antioch (in Syria) rather 
than to the mother-church in Jerusalem? ~— - 


- Answers to Last Week's Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions of the preceding 
week are given on one of the later pages of this issue. 


we 
The Busy Men’s Corner 


By William H. Ridgway 


On the Icy Pavement.—Sirs, why do ye these 
things? We also are men of like passions with you 
(Acts 14:15). The irreligious rarely, if ever, under- 

the religious. The Scripture says so (1 Cor. 
1:18; 2 Cor. 15, 16). The irreligious forget that 
the religious man is a “like passion” fellow, the dif- 
ference being that the religidus man has his passion 
well broken to harness and not running wild and 
kicking over the traces. Every real Christian has to 
drive with a tight rein, or—since horses have gone 
out of style—with foot on the four-wheel brakes. 
There is scarcely a day but old Yours Truly has to 
fetch himself up with a hard push on the pedal and 
a hard pull on the emergency. There is much of the 
“like passion” in the incident I have no doubt told 
before, about one of Philadelphia’s most evangelistic 
and -beloved ministers, a long-time writer on the Sun- 
day-school lessons. The pavement was icy and the 
Minister of the Gospel and a Man of the World, both 
at the same instance, met at the same slippery spot 
on the concrete. Down they went —with stars! The 
Man who was not a minister began to say very un- 
ministerial things. The Minister just said, “Dear me!” 
The man who was not a minister happened to notice 
the clerical garb of his fellow faller. “I beg your 
pardon, Dominie, I did not notice I was in the pres- 
ence of the clergy,” said Mr. Brimstone. “Oh, that’s 
all right,” said the Minister with a grin, “there are 
times when the services of a layman are not to be 
despised.” Now, both men had exactly the same re- 
action from the fall. The one had his tongue run- 
ning wild, saying anything, while the Christian man 
had that in him which kept that little unruly mem- 
ber under full control. As with the tongue, so with 
all the rest of you, when you are a real Christian. 
Paul tells you (1 Cor. 9: 27). 


The “Came-Thithers.”—But there came Jews 
thither. from Antioch and Iconium (v. 10, R. V.). 
I sat in a doctor’s office today. I noticed he had a 
beaker of water boiling away on his stand. He put 
his instruments into it from time to time. There 
was no stove, nothing but a wire and a little gadget 
that hung on the side of the glass beaker. I said, 
“Doctor, doesn’t it seem uncanny to sit here and 
watch the old Susquehanna River, running cold and 
icy miles away, boiling that vessel of water?” The 


Susquehanna has been idly wearying along to the. 


sea for ages, doing nothing useful, even too rocky and 
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shallow for transportation, Fish? Oh, yes, and the 
stories that go with fishing! But some engineers came 
and opposed its idling along with what they call a 
“dam.” And now thousands of horsepower go stalk- 
ing on great graceful towers and copper wires to the 
teeming city, thus helping the women in their house- 
holds, warming and lighting the home, driving the 
factories, speeding the trolley cars, and helping my 
doctor. It took the resistance to develop the power 
of the sluggish river, the resistance of dam, water 
wheel, and dynamo. Ditto in the spiritual world 
(Luke 6:26; 2 Tim. 3:12). It took the “came- 
thither Jews” to bring out the splendid power of Paul 
in his missionary efforts. In the early American day 
it was the British opposition that caused Patrick 
Henry to flash into the revolutionary sky. It was the 
opposition of his old: enemy John Barleycorn that 
swung John B. Gough to the temperance heights of 
eloquefice, which was the beginning of a dry America. 
It was Disraeli’s and Gladstone’s opposition to each 
other that gave ys the great years of the Victorian 
epoch. Here’s a delayed thanks to Paul’s old Jewish 
associates who kept aiter Paul and kept him alert and 
tuned up for his great work of putting the Christian 
Church on a broad and stable foundation. Maybe 
one of the reasons we do not hear so much about 
the other apostles is because they did not have the 
Jewish hierarchy hot on their trails. It was the Jews 
who ran Paul to Rome. Consequently, when the 
“Came-Thithers” get after you, rejoice and be exceed- 
ing glad, for you are likely to become something else 
than a “Weary River.” Will Brother Smith please 
sing “Weary River”? 


The “Shock Troops!’—Supposing that he was 
dead. But... he rose up, and entered into the city 
(vs. 19, 20, R. V.). Talk about “sand”! One of 


‘the secrets of Paul was, as the boys say, “He never 


knew when he was licked.” This ought to be the 
mental equipment of every Onward Christian Soldier 
in the battle of life. Paul never was a quittexs, and 
he never was a piker. How the ruling Jews did hate 
him!» He had left the meeting. There are sects that 
“turn out of meeting” those who offend in some way. 
My newspaper this morning tells of a man who is 
suing. his denomination for $200,000 for alienating his 
wife’s affections. This sect preaches what they call 
“Avoidance.” By this law none of the sect could 
have.anything to do with the kicked-out one (excom- 
municated, if you prefer, but a lot of young folks 
read the Corner!) Would not speak to him, do busi- 
ness with him, hire him, or work for him, nor eat 
at the same table with him, nor sleep under the same 
roof with him. Consequently, the man’s wife had to 
leave him, and Mr. Avoided asks for $200,000 dam- 
ages. I have never heard how it turned out. In 
Paul’s day this victim of “Avoidance” and religious 
hate would have been stoned or hung up. It was not 
so many years ago the Quakers were putting folks 
out of meeting and the Puritans were hanging Quak- 
ers. I am-a church officer. Folks have come to me 
and said, “So-and-So ought to be dealt with.” To 
which I reply, “Yes, after you have gone to So-and- 
So and kindly talked to him and prayed with him.” 
Which, of course, settled the matter. For mark you 
this, the Excommunicator never makes a “loving kind- 








Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform Lessons for the 

year may be had from The Sunday School Times Company, 

323-327 North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


Third Quarter 
1. July 5—The Gift of the Holy Spirit. 
Acts 1 : 6-14; 2: 1-47 
2. July 12—The Preaching of the Apostles. 
Acts 3:1 to 4:31; 1 Cor. 1 : 21-25 
3. July 19.—Social Service in the Early Church. 
Acts 4: 32-35; 6: 1-7; 9: 36-39; 2 Cor. 9: 1-15 
4 July 2.—Christianity Spread by Persecution, 
Acts 7:54 to 8:4; 11: 19-21; 26:9-11; 1 Pet. 4: 12-19 
5. August 2—Philip’s Missionary Labors...... Acts 8: 5-40 
6. August 9—Saul Converted and Commissioned. 
Acts 9 : 1-31; 22: 3-21; Gal. 1: 11-17; 1 Tim. 1: 12-17 
7. August 16. Sowing and Reaping. 
(Temperance Lesson.)...........scecees Galatians 6: 1-10 
8. August 23.——A Gospel for All Men. 
Acts 10:1 to 11 : 18; 1 Cor. 1 : 23-25 
9. August 30.—The Mission to Cyprus. Acts 12:25 to 13:12 
10. September 6.—Turning to the Gentiles. 
Acts 13 : 13-52; Roi. 1 : 14-16; 11 : 1-24 
11. September 13.—Some Missionary Experiences. 
Acts 14; Ephes. 6 : 10-20 
12. September 20.—The Council in Jerusalem. 
Acts 15 : 1-35; Gal. 2 
13. September 27.—Review: The Spread of Christianity 
in Asia. 
Fourth Quarter 
. October 4—The Macedonian Call. 
Acts 15 : 36 to 16:15; Rom. 15: 18-21 
2. October 11.—Paul in Philippi. Acts 16 : 16-40; Phil. 4: 4-9 
. October 18—Paul in Thessalonica and Bercea. 
Acts 17: 1-15; 1 Thess. 2: 1-12 
4. October 25.—Paul in Corinth ..... Acts 18: 1-17; 1 Cor. 133 
5. Nevember 1.—World’s ‘Temperance Sunday. 
Gal. 5 : 13-26; Rom. 13: 1-14 
*-6. November 8.—Paul in Ephesus ..Acts 19; Eph. 5: 5-11 
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ness” gesture or ever does any “praying with” (2 Tim. 
4:2; Gal. 6:1). Paul was a fighter. Paul was a 
whole division of shock troops all under the one 
turban ! 


CoATESVILLE, Pa. 
bd 


Teaching by Objects 
By Ethel S. Low 





MaTERIALS: A whip, a strap, or a scourge — 
something used for whipping. 











How many of you ever had a. whipping? Oh, I 
don’t mean a slapping with Mother’s hand, or a 
gentle switching with a little twig you carefully selected 
and brought in for Mother or the teacher to use. No, 
I mean a real whipping with a strap or a buggy whip. 
Did you like it? I think not. Why were you whipped? 
Oh, you were bad. Then you deserved it, perhaps. 

But suppose you had been whipped for being good, 
and you didn’t deserve it? Would you have been glad 
you were whipped? 


\ 
Paul and Peter and the rest of the apostles were the 


queerest men I ever heard of. Over and over, I read 
that they were beaten with many stripes, and a Roman 
beating was a terrible thing, and they went away re- 
joicing that they were worthy to suffer for Christ’s 
sake. They were beaten, stoned, and, at last, every one 
but John killed for Christ’s sake and the Gospel’s; yet 
they rejoiced to the end. 

Missionaries all down through the centuries have 
suffered persecution and death for Christ’s sake, yet 
the story is the same, they have rejoiced that they were 
counted worthy to suffer for his name. 

That is love for Christ. 

Do we love him that much? 

Mopesto, Cat, 

we 


The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers: are invited: to send illustrations for this 
department; one dollar. is. paid. for’ each illustration 
accepted, and two dollars for the best one each week. 
But readers are urged not to send: anything. without first 
securing and reading - carefully. a leafiet capitan the 
conditions of this department. The full list lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, wifl be sent for ten cents in 
stamps. Failure to note the conditions means that good 
illustrations are constantly having to be rejected by the 


editors, which might otherwise be available. 


Illustrations must reach The Seotey School Times ‘three 
full months in advance of the date of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on that portion 
of the lesson text indicated in the lesson list after the 
word “Print.” 

Illustrations on other verses than the Golden Text are 
specially desired, though some on the Golden Text are also 


Do We Realize Our Good Fortune?—There sat 
a certain man, impotent in his feet, a cripple (Acts 
14:8, R. V.). <A train was crowded, and numbers 
were standing in the aisles and on the platform. 
They took this opportunity to express themselves in 
no very patient tone in regard to the railway com- 
pany. Some declared they had been standing for 
three hours. At a station others came aboard, and 
one was.an invalid who was being carried in. As the 
passengers made way for him one repeated his com- 
plaint. “Yes, we’ve been standing here three hours.” 
The invalid looked at him, and quietly said, “You are 
fortunate.” They were tired, it’s true, but the. rebuke 
so honestly and gently given did its. work, and there 
was a great change in the looks and tones of the 
passengers, Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, Ewell, Surrey, 
England. 

Are We Chained?—And at Lystra there sat a cer- 
tain man, impotent in -his feet, a cripple .... who 
never had walked (v. 8, R. V.). A man in one of 
our meetings in Europe said he would like to come 
but he was chained, and couldn’t come. A Scotchman 
said to him, “Ay, man, why don’t you come, chain 
and all?” Said he, “I never thought of that.’—From 
The Overcoming Life, by D. L. Moody. Sent by Mrs. 
M. Watts, Ewell, Surrey, England, 

God and the Matterhorn Fly.—4 living God, who 
made the heaven and the earth and the sea, and all 
that in them is (v. 15, R. V.). “God is great in great 
things’ but very great in little things. A party stood 
on the Matterhorn admiring the sublimity of the 
scene when a gentleman produced a pocket micro- 
scope, and having caught a fly, placed it under the 
glass. He reminded us that the legs of the household 
fly in England were naked, then called attention to 
the legs of this little fly, which were thickly covered 
with hair, thus showing that the same God who made 
the lofty Swiss mountains attended to the comfort of 
the tiniest of His creatures, even providing socks 
and mittens for the little fly whose home these moun- 
tains were. This God is our God.”—From the British 
Weekly. Sent by W. R. Clark, Leeds, England, Prize 
illustration. 

What Made Him a Tramp?—They returned. agai 
to Lystra (v. 21). Margot Asquith tells how she 
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once met a tramp and asked him how he 
decided which way he would tramp, and 
his answer was, “I always turn my back 
to the wind.” That was what made him 
a tramp. He never had the courage to 
breast the wind and go courageously on 
in its teeth, or he would have ceased to 
be a tramp art have become a man. 
Alas! many people with plenty of money 
in their pocket are only tramps who al- 
ways turn their backs to the wind and 
thus lose the real joy and achievement of 
life. It was not so with Paul and Barna- 
bas.—From the Homiletic Review. Sent 
by J. A. Clark, Hempsteads, Bacup, Eng. 


Discoveries in the Dark.—We must 
through much tribulation enter into the 
kingdom of God (v. 22). It sometimes 
takes darkness to reveal the light. A 
metallurgist and his‘son were exploring 
a lead mine in England when their light 
went out. In the darkness that followed, 
they noticed a faint glimmer coming from 
the rock. When samples of this rock 
were sent to Paris Radium Institute it 
was discovered that the rock contained 
an appreciable amount of radium. It 
often happens that in the darkness of 
sorrow and difficulties, the light’ from 
God’s Word shines into the life of one 
who, in the brightness of earthly happi- 
ness, has failed to see its glory —From 
The Bible To-Day. Sent by Ruth B. 
McDowell, Mooers, N. Y. 


Do We Want More Patience?—We 
must through much tribulation enter into 
the kingdom of God (v. 22). A woman 
asked her pastor to pray that she might 
have more patience. Together they knelt 
as he prayed: “Oh, God, send this good 
sister more trouble; send her persecution; 
put her into the lap of tribulation; heap 
up her trials.” The old saint could stand 
it no longer, and she cried, “Stop, pastor, 
stop; I do not want trouble, I want 
patience.” “Well,” replied the minister, 
“*Tribulation worketh patience,’ and, ‘Let 
patience have her perfect work’.”—From 
Dr. R. E. Neighbor, in. Sermons and 
Bible Studies Vol. VI. Sent by William 
S. Bowden, New Albany, Ind. 


Lesson Hymns 
“Where He Leads Me.” 
“He Is Not a Disappointment!” 
“Let the Lower Lights be Burning.” 
“The Saviour With Me.” 
“His Grace Is Sufficient for Me!’ 
“We Would See Jesus.” 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.— Our Father, 
we thank thee that in the spreading of the 
Gospel thy servants have always had 
abundant cause to remember the Lord’s 
promise, “Lo, I am with you always.” We 
rejoice that this promise is for us in our 
day also. How can we be discouraged or 
depressed in the light of that promise! May 
we realize that persecution awaits one who 
stands bravely for the truth, and ‘that the 
servant is not above his Lord. Give us, we 
pray thee, power and stability in the day 
of testing, and the faith which belongs to 
the trusting believer in thy ever present 
care. and guidance. In the name of the 
Lord Jesus we pray. Amen. 


After the Lesson.— Missionary ad- 
ventures are not over. Read that brief 
paragraph in the morning paper,— Miss 
So and So captured by bandits. “Indeed? 
Too bad! But why was she so foolish 
as to go way out there where she knew 
there was trouble?” For just the same 
reasons that Paul and Barnabas went in 
trouble,— and thousands of other faithful 
followers of the Lord Jesus. Adventur- 
ing for Christ has called, is calling today 
some of the humblest, noblest, bravest 
young men and women, and older ones, 
too, in all the world. Is there any more 
impressive sight than a group of young 
missionaries in a farewell meeting just 
before they go to the field? Unless it 
is the returned old missionary with his 
modesty, his wonderful face, his atmos- 
phere of faith and his still more won- 
derful wife! Oh, how great is the need 
teddy;;as you think of the wunreached 
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to take the Gospel to them? The time 
is short. Is the Lord calling you to go? 
Let us pray. 





COUNTED WORTHY 
TO Shir FOR HIM 
AM I READY ? 











Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Beginning: Top floor and basement— 
“Watch your step!” 


Discussion: Suppose Paul and Barna- 
bas had accepted the worship of the 
Lystrans; trace the inevitable —conse- 
quences—to the cause of Christ; to 
the missionaries; to the Lystrans; to 
the world. 


Objective: Keeping on the track. 














anillions! Are any of us here preparing | 


AY, fellows, when: the elevator man 

does not quite match the floor of his 
car with the floor his passenger is to 
step out.upon, he says, “Watch. your 
step!” He does well to say that. It 
might save trouble for himself as well as 
the passenger. 

At Lystra, Paul and Barnabas were on 
the top floor of popularity One day and in 
the basement of contempt and morial 
hatred the next. One day the people 
wanted to worship them and offer sacri- 
fices to them; next day they were stoning 
them. with murderous intent. Indeed, they 
left Paul for dead, after they had dragged 
him out of the city. ; 

Surely these two servants of God had 
to watch their step, not so much to avoid 
bodily ‘injury (which .was imminent 
enough) but to keep a true balance of 
their spiritual lives, and carry through to 
success the very delicate task they had 
undertaken for their Lord. 

hey had miraculous power, given to 
them to use for the glory of God,. and 
Paul used it at Lystra to heal the hope- 
less cripple and, by a word, send him 
leaping to his feet. This struck the Lyst- 
rans with wonder and awe. They said, 
These are not men;~ they are gods! 





Surely this man who calis himself Barn- 


ROM henceforth let no 
man trouble me: for | 
bear branded on my bady 
the marks of Jesus’” Gal, 617 RV. 





abas is none other than Jupiter, the su- 
premie god of heaven; and Paul is Mercury 
his son and messenger. Fellows, that 
would have been like wine to ordinary 
men. Many have risked their lives in 
hazardous adventures to win. praise less 
startling than that. Not so Paul and 
Barnabas; they held up their hands and 
cried out in protest. They did not want 
to be worshiped; they were doing all in 
their power to show the Lystrans that 
One who was really entitled to their 
homage—evén Jesus Christ. 

Then came the reaction. Their popu- 
larity had gone up like a rocket; it came 
down like the stick. Unbelieving Jews 
had followed Paul and Barnabas from 
Iconium and Antioch, and they quickly 
took advantage of.the disclaimer of the 
two missionaries, to incite distrust, and 
then hostility. They. jumped on the tobog- 
gan and‘rode it down to that point where 
the would-be worshipers had changed to 
would-be murderers, Such is the fickle 
and treacherous nature of popularity. 

To do God’s work in a worthy manner, 
one must keep a true balance; he must 
be able to “meet ‘with Triumph and Dis- 
aster and treat those two imposters just 
the same,” as Kipling says. Paul and 
Barnabas kept a steadfast eye upon their 
Lord — otherwise they could never have 
threaded the perilous passage safely. 

Perhaps of the two. “imposters,” the 
hour of triumph and popular acclaim is 
more dangerous. Many a servant of God 
who started out well has gone to ship- 
wreck on that rock. Many a victory that 
attracted popular attention and praise has 
been spoiled by the victor’s subsequent 
folly. If you have talent, or skill, or 
training, sooner or later you will attract 
attention and applause, and that is a 
perilous moment. But if a fellow keeps 
his eye fixed upon his Lord, he will. not 
be halted by praise. He will say, “If 
there be any praise, praise the Lord; to 
him be the glory.” Then he can go on 
to-greater service. It may not be so con- 
spicuous, but it will be greater. 

Escaping the perils of popularity by 
keeping one’s eye fixed upon his Lofd, 
also fortifies God’s servant against the 
popular reaction that is bound to come 
sooner or later. Tf a fellow has allowed 
himself to be inflated with success, he is 
a pathetic figure in defeat. Having lost 


sight of his Lord, he goes to the bottom 


of despair. If he had kept him in view, 
through humility and prayer during the 
hour of triumph, he would now be hear- 
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ing his Lord say: “There hath no temp-— 
tation taken you but such as is cOmmon 
to inan: but God is faithful, who will 
not suffer you to be tempted above that 
ye are able; but will with the temptation 
aiso make a way to escape, that ye may 
be able to bear it” (1 Cor. to: 13). 

And so were Paul and Barnabas able 
to bear it and to make their escape. Not 
only’ that, but Paul, being left fof dead, 


got up and walked back into the very city @ 


where he had received such hostile treat- 
ment. 

Fellows, the best way to “watch your 
step” is to keep your eye fixed upon 
Jesus. Christ, the maker of your pro- 
gram and the Master of your fate. And 
howto keep looking at him? . Every day 
your Bible! His perfect photograph is 
there; his marvelous Spirit is there; his 
promises are there; he is there —and 
the key to his presence is prayer. “Watch 
and pray, that ye enter not into tempta- 
tion,” said this Great Master to his dis- 
ciples. He says the same to you and 
me today. 


Greenssoro, N. C. 
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Can Your Class 
Find the Answers? 


HE answers to the following ques- 

tions will be found in the issue of 
Curistian YOUTH containing this les- 
son. The answers-are not numbered and 
listed like the questions, but are all in- 
cluded in one part or another of the 
interesting lesson material in the current 
issue of CuristiIAN YoutH, which is 
the weekly paper for teen age young 
people published by The Sunday School 
Times Company. Classes are discovering 
the interest and practical value of home- 
wofken the lesson, by having a copy of 
CuristiAN YoutH in the hands of every 
member of the class, while the teacher 
uses both that paper and THe Sunpay 
ScHoot TIMEs. _ 

If your class 4s not yet taking the 
paper, you can try it for ten weeks for 
ten cents a-pupil, if your subscription 
covers five or more copies mailed to one 
address, by ordering from The Sunday 
School Times Company, 325 North Thir- 
teenth Street, Philadelphia. 


1. In what three ways did Luke make 
sure to show us that the cripple in this 
week’s lesson was not merely pretend- 
ing lameness? 

2. Where do we see the cripple’s faith 
in connection with this miracle at Lys- 
tra? ; 

3. What reasons can you give for the 
people thinking Barnabas was Jupiter, 
and Paul, Mercury? 

4. What may be inferred as to the 
stature of Paul from this choice? 

5. Why did not Paul and Barnabas 
protest against the idea of sacrifice as 
soon as the people had spoken? 

6. What miracle is evident in connec- 
tion with the stoning of Paul at Lystra? 

7. What evidence do we have of the 
fearlessness of Paul and Barnabas as 
they journeyed back to Antioch in Syria? 
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Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 


How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
The First Bearers of Christianity: 
“3. Speaking boldly in Iconium. 

2. Witnessing in- Lystra. 
3. Preaching in Derbe. 
4. Reporting in Antioch, 


TILL adventuring for-their Christ — 
and such great adventures they met 
who first went forth in his Name -to 
spread his Gospel! This lesson is a mov- 
ing picture indeed, for it. shifts through 
four different centers of population, and 
surely we who read it these two thous- 
and years since it-all “happened” must 
be moved iy its stirring scenes! 
1. Scene one: Your girls can picture 
this as they read Acts 14: 1-6. See the 
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Lesson for September 13 


two strongly contrasting figures of Paul 
the little Jewish rabbi and Barnabas the 
venerable elder as “they went both to- 
gether into the synagogue of the Jews” 
at. Iconium — no inconsiderable city of its 
day.. The city was located on the great 
Roman highway across that most popu- 
lous section of the Greco-Roman Empire, 
in our day called Anatolia. Having 
been literally run out of Antioch (in 
(Pisidia) by the jealous Jews of that city, 
we see them with indomitable. courage 
giving their message first of all to the 
Jews of Iconium —- “speaking boldly in 

e Lord” for a “long time,” that Lord 

imself bearing witness to his own mes- 
sage and messengers by granting them 
miracles to attest the genuineness of their 
work. ' 

But the story of Antioch is repeated in 
Iconium, for again the unbelieving Jews 
(note that many did believe, both of Jews 
and Greeks) made an effort to stone 
these two carriers of the Christian mes- 
sage, so that they must fly for their lives 
again — but forward, not backward! 

“2. Scene two: Right on with their 
message these two fled, to the next large 
town on the highway, Lystra. This scene 
(vs. 6-19) must be divided into two of 
its own: the miracle of the healing of 
the lame man with its wild tumult of 
wonder and attempt at worshiping the 
two “gods” who were visiting their city; 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
‘ By Wade C. Smith 


Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Storiea” 





Save Missionary ae 








‘and your girls will read between the lines 
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and the amazingly quick change to the 
stoning of one of those god-like messen- 
gers, just outside the very gate where the 
cripple had been wont to sit! Swift 
work, such witnessing as this, resulting 
in health of body to one man, life eternal 
to at least one other (as we shall soon 
find) and near death under the cruel 
stones of persecution to another! No 
“long time” allowed for this scene of our 
moving picture! 


3. Scene three: The scene overlaps a 
little with number two; for from that 
very death-spot outside the Lystra gate 
we see “Mercury” arising (while those 
who had believed his message could hard- 
ly believe their own eyes), and going on 
—not seeking shelter and safety! —to 
carry his Gospel to the next town, Derbe! 
Surely here is courage like his own 
Master’s, surely this “Mercury” was in 
truth a messenger from the true and only 
God! . Long enough to “make ‘many 
disciples” they lingered in Derbe — the 
last town on that section of this old high- 
way before the impassable mountains 
rose to stop traffic (vs. 20, 21). 

4. Scene four: Verses 21 to 27 tell the 
story of the itinerary back to Antioch, 


of the courage it required to go right 
back through those towns where so lately 
they had been all but put to death for 
their witness-bearing, staying in each long 
enough to set up some kind of church 
organization, to teach yet more concern- 
ing their Christ, and to pray with these 
new believers in Jesus. Then at last to 
the home church in Antioch, reporting 
“all that God had done with them” who 
had ventured far and bravely to “open 
the door of faith unto the Gentiles.” 


Home Study 


See (on your model chart) how many 
places are covered in this 14th chapter, 
in the story of..the “First Missionary 
Journey” to foreign parts. Over the 13th 
and 14th we might write “The Door 
Opened to Gentiles” and Acts 14:27 as 
the key verse for this section. Each week 
now try completing your own chart of 
the Acts (only as far as you have 
Studied) from memory, to fix your 
knowledge of the details of this. book in 
their relation to each other. Select a 
memory verse for yourself from these 
two chapters, and make it your own this 
week, ; 

Decatur, Ga. 


we 
For Primary Teachers _ 
By Mrs. Eleanor B. Hatton 


EAD Acts 14: 1-28. Ask the class 
where we left the missionaries last 
week. Why did they have to leave Anti- 
och? . When theysteached Iconium where 
“e they go on the Sabbath day? Yes, 
went to the Synagogué of the Jews, 
told the people about the Lord Jesus 
just as gladly as ever, and a great many 
of both Jews and heathen people believed. 
Of course, this made the missionaries 
very happy.. But everywhere there were 
some people who would not receive their 
message. And the unbelieving Jews 
talked to the heathen people against Paul 
and Barnabas. Still they stayed on, 
speaking boldly in the name of the Lord 
Jesus, who worked with them by giving 
them power to heal and bless the people. 
But after a time. both the unbelieving 
Jews and the heathen people. made a 
plan to stone them, and they went on to 
Lystra. ‘Have the:travel line traced. 
The children will be interested in the 
stirring times they had at Lystra. The 
people ‘there wer@ nearly all heathen. 
There was a tempig,to Jupiter, their chief 
god- at ‘the entrafité-of the city. The 
missionaries preached to people who- had 
never heard of the true God. These 
peoplé had many strange thoughts about 
God, and feared. many unreal gods, but 
it seémed hard for them to understand 
the one trué God who loves everybody, 
and has all. power j help and bless. But 
a chem man w. d_ Paul speak one 
day seemed -to k Phot he Lord. Jesus 
could put strength into his poor Nad faith | 
ai 





feet. Paul saw that the man had 
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and told him to stand up, and the man 
began to run and jump just like a boy. 
Explain that the people believed that the 
gods sometimes visited the earth, and the 
people of Lystra thought the missionaries 
were gods paying them a visit, and made 
preparations at once to honor their visi- 
tors by offering sacrifices to them. Of 
course this troubled Paul and Barnabas, 
who hastened to tell the people that they 
were just plain men with feelings like 
others, but that they were messengers of 
the true who made the heavens and 
the earth, and had come to tell the people 
to turn away from these unreal gods and 
to worship the true God who could save 
and bless them. Still the missionaries 
could hardly keep the people from offer- 
ing sacrifices to them. 

Some Jews from Antioch and Iconium 
came down to Lystra and talked with the 
people, and they changed their minds, and 
stoned Paul. This was what the unbe- 
lieving Jews had been wanting to do. 
After they stoned him, they dragged him 
out of the city, thinking he was dead. 
But some who believed gathered around 
Paul. Was the lame manewho had been 
healed among them? Perhaps his faith 
joined with the others had helped to 
bring God’s power to heal the bruised 
flesh and broken bones of the missionary. 
Anyway while they were all standing 
around him, Paul whom they thought 
was stoned to death rose up and went 
back into the city, and the next day he 
and Barnabas went on to Derbe. Have 
the travel line traced. This is the end of 
their journey. 

They preached the Word in Derbe and 
taught many people. Then they went 
back through the cities where they had 
told the Good News, gathering the be- 
lievers into little churches and appointing 
officers over them. Paul warned these 
new Christians not to expect an easy 
time. 

When Paul and Barnabas. reached 
Perga in Pamphylia on their return they 
preached the Word there. Now let us 
draw a circle around Iconium, Lystra, 
Derbe, and Perga. After this the mis- 
sionaries sailed from Attalia, and re- 
turned to Antioch in Syria. Here they 
told the church all. that God had done 
with them on their first missionary 
journey. 

Sing, “Work for the Night is Coming.” 

Cuinton, S. C. 


4 
Last Week’s Questions Answered 


(On the lesson of September 6) 


Full-blooded Jews, whether exiles 
ioe Judea or foreign-born, and “devout 
proselytes” from thé peoples among whom 
these Jews were living. 


2. They rather drew from the people 
around them than contributed toward their 
neighbors manner of living. They retained 
their racial integrity and religion wherever 
they might live. 


3. “Devout” or “honorable* women and 
the “chief” men of -these cities,— many or 
most of whom must have been Gentiles,— 
and who had to become alarmed to, drive out 
this Jewish rabbi. The synagogue members 
alone could not have done this, evidently. 
But they knew those who could, and how to 
secure their help! 


4. Envy, we read in Acts.13: 45, because 
of fhe crowds that thronged. to hear Paul 
eng stirred up their malice. 


. Here we read the only ‘full outline 
evek “of one of Paul’s many sermons to the 
Jews, while in the 17th chapter we read such 
an outline of a sermon to the Gentiles: 

6. From Isaiah, see verse 47 and Isaiah 
42: 6,°7 iw 

7. The resurrection of the ‘Lord Jesus 
Christ, proving him to have been what he 
claimed, the very Son of -God, -with power 
to save men from their sins: 

8. The most important result of the effort 
was not: the persecution of the missionaries, 
but that the Gospel was! left securely en- 
trenched in the hearts of believers. 

9. That “God, who commanded the light 
to shine out.of darkness, hath*shined in our 
hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of 
the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ” 
(2 Cor. 4: 6). 

10, No, But he clearly indicated that he 
would give them the power to deliver the 
message, which was the thing of greatest 
importance, 
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How Little “Unlucky” 
Found Christ 


By Stella M. Rudy 


6c NLUCKY” they called her. That 

was really her name, for was she 
not an unlucky child? First of all she 
was a girl, and that was a bad beginning. 
Then she was the ninth child in the Lam 
family, and that was even worse. Num- 
ber nine is an unlucky number in China, 
for a Chinese table only seats eight 
people. And in a family of nine, the 
ninth one is sure to be out of luck, espec- 
ially if he is late to meals. But that was 
not the worst. Soon after her birth her 
mother died, and after that calamity that 
she had brought on the family, she was 
called Unlucky. If only she might have 
been named Pink Jade, Orchid Flower, 
or Peach Blossom as some of the other 
little girls in the village were named! 
But, no, she was born an unlucky child, 
and of course she must be called Unlucky. 

After her mother died, they all knew 
that she was indeed an unlucky child, for 
they were sure now that she had an evil 
spirit in her. Could anything be worse 
than that? Not according to the Chinese 
custom, for the Chinese people believe 
that if a mother or father die soon after 
the birth of a baby, especially if it is a 
girl, it is a sign that the child has an evil 
spirit. And that would mean more calam- 
ities. 

“The child is unlucky,” growled the 
father. “We must get rid of her!” 

Poor little Unlucky! What was to: be- 
come of her?. Of course she was only a 
wee little yellow baby, and didn’t under- 
stand the cross looks, angry words, and 
all the rest of it. Nor did she know the 
strange people who came to take her 
away a few days after her mother died. 
And she didn’t understand the unkind 
words of her father as she was taken 
away. “I’m glad we got rid of that un- 
lucky child,” he muitered fiercely, as 
Mrs. Paak took the wee little bundle 
away 

The Paak family continued to call the 
child Unlucky. They were poor people, 
and this was a cheap way to get a wife 
for A-Tai their oldest son. She was 
given to them, and all it would cost them 
was her food and clothes until she was 
old enough to marry their son. 

Amid the surroundings of a heathen 
home, the little one grew. She was not a 
beautiful child, and she was clumsy and 
awkward. She was scolded and beaten for 
the slightest offense. Her life was indeed 
sad and miserable. When she was only 
three or four years old she helped gather 
the grain in the field after her foster- 
mother,’ She. washed the rice through 
many basins of water. She carried 
water from the river in large buckets, 
when she could scarcely walk beneath the 
load. She pounded the clothes on the 
rocks down by the river to get them 
clean, and did many other things. It 
was al! work and no play for little Un- 
lucky. Often her back ached. At night 
she cried herself to sleep. And always 
she wascalled Unlucky. -She almost be- 
gan to believe that she was an unlutky 
child. Nothing seemed ever to brighten 
her life. 

One day while she was in the field, she 
stumbled over a stone and broke her arm. 
Poor little Unlucky! She didn’t mind the 
pain in her arm nearly so much as the 
names she was called when her foster- 
mother realized that now she could not 
help her with the work. “Stupid!” 
“Good-for-nothing !” “Worthless Dog!” 
and many other names were hurled at 
her from the. angry tongue. 

“She’s an unlucky child,” stormed Mr. 
Paak. ‘And even though we didn’t have 
to pay for her, we had better get rid of 
her before she causes us more trouble.” 

In the city of Tai Ping in which the 
Paaks lived, there lived some missionar- 
ies. They had sometimes visited the Paak 
family and had told them about the Lord 





Jesus. But they were not quite willing 
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to give up their idols. The missionaries 
heard of the child’s accident and of the 
family’s determination, to dispose of her. 
They hastened to the Paak home and 
asked the father to let them have the 
child. Mr. Pask grudgingly gave his 
consent, and again little Unlucky found 
a new home. - But here her name was 
changed to Tak Yan which means “Re- 
ceived Grace.” That was much nicer 
than being called Unlucky. 

Tak Yan had not been at the Mission 
Compound long before she began to hear 
about one named Jesus. -She had never 
heard of him before. He was God, they 
told her, and would answer her prayer 
if she trusted in him. She had sometimes 
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prayed to the goddess of mercy in the 
Paak home, but it had never done any 
good. Maybe this God was the same. 
Gods didn’t answer the prayers of little 
unlucky girls. Each day she heard more 
about this Jesus. She was not quite sure 
whether she dared to believe all she 
heard. Was he really God? If he was, 
then he knew all about her. And was 
it true that he really cared for her? She 
would find out. 

The missionaries said that if you had a 
desire in your heart, and went into your 
room, closed your door, and prayed to the 
heavenly Father in secret, he would re- 
ward you openly. Tak Yan had a great 
many desires in her heart.” She wanted 
to learn to read as the other girls in the 
school were doing. She wanted peace 
and happiness in her heart. If she could 
read some verses in the Bible, she might 
understand more about: trusting Jesus. 
But she didn’t have a Bible. That was 
really the thing she wanted more than 
anything else in the world. Would God 
send her a Bible if she asked him? She 
did not tell anyone about the desire in 
her heart, but when she prayed to him in 
secret, she decided. to tell Jesus all about 
it. Maybe it was all untrue that he did 
not care for little unlucky girls. 

Tak Yan slipped quietly into her room 
one day when all the others were out 
playing. She closed the door carefully 
behind her. Then to be sure that she 
would not be seen or disturbed, she 
crawled beneath the bed and kneeled in 
prayer with her face down near the 
ground. She told God all about her secret 
desire. She stayed in her room a long 
time. The next day she did the same 
thing. For many days Tak Yan slipped 
away into her room and told God about 
her secret desire. She asked in the name 
of Jesus, as she had been taught to do. 

Day after day she prayed and waited. 
Was he really God? Would he hear 
her prayer? She had prayed three whole 
weeks in secret, and no one knew of her 
desire or her secret place of prayer; 
but God had not answered her prayer 
openly, as the missionary said he would 


0. 

The following Friday the postman 
brought a delayed package to the mis- 
sionary in charge of the mission school. 
That was the day that prizes were to be 
given to the girls for good conduct’ and 
good work. In the afternoon they gath- 
ered together in their class room, each 
hoping that her name would be called as 
the prizes were given out. Tak Yan 
never. expected to be among the favored 
few,- for was not she an unlucky child? 
‘Prizes: were given to Beautiful Gem, 
Bright Coral, and Everlasting Peace. 
They were faithful in their studies. 
Then the first on the list for good con- 
duct was Tak Yan. Her red face sud- 
denly turned pale as she heard her own 
name called. Could it be true that she 
was to be given a prize? 

She hardly knew how she got to the 
front of the room, and with. trembling 
hands she: bowed and received the gift 
from the missionary. When she returned 
to her ‘seat, she scarcely dared to untie 
the wrappings, for she seemed to have 
grown suddenly weak, but finally she 
opened it carefully. She had never re- 
ceived a gift done up so Lagpngits. be- 
fore. Perhaps she wasn’t an unlucky 
child after all. Then she saw the gift 
below the wrappings. It was a Bible, 
beautifully bound in leathér. It had gilt 
edges and gold characters on the outside. 
And beneath the name “Old and New 
Téstaments” was her own name in gilt 
letters. There it was as plainly as could 
be printed in Chinese characters, “Paak 
Tak Yan.” 

Great tears began to roll down her 
cheeks. It was not only because of the 
beatitiful gift that she cried for joy, but 
because God had rewarded her openly. 
This was~beyond: and above all she had 
asked. for or thought. ‘Now she knew 
ee God was real, and she believed in 

im. 

“Although I had not told anyone,” 
she confided to the girls, “yet Jesus gave 
me my heart’s desire: I prayed to him in 


| secret and he has rewarded mé openly.” 


Tak Yan took her treasure and hugged 





it tenderly. - She .slipped to her room 


where for three weeks she had prayed in 
secret, and now once again she crawled 
beneath the bed and prayed to the Father 
who had rewarded her openly. As she 
closed her prayer, she thanked God be- 
cause she was the happiest little “un- 


jucky” girl in the Middle Kingdom. She 


had found the Lord Jesus, the one who 
answered the prayers of little “unlucky” 
girls. 

Dayton, OxI0. 
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“Double | 
Trouble”? | 


NO IT isn’t a book. It is 
a little settlement in the 
Jersey pines. 


Queer name for a place 
where any folks live, isn’t it ? 


But there it is,—‘Double 
Trouble’’—sand, pine trees, a_ 
few houses, a few folks. 


Just now a good many folks ‘| 
are living in places, in.circum-~ 
stances, among conditions that 
they may think ought to be 
called by that name! 









































And they’re not trying to 
run away from “ Double 
Trouble,” but they are asking 
how to live cheery, trustful, 
radiant lives, right there. 


To many it seems to make 
a great difference to have THE 
Sufpay Scuoot Timegs at 
home. Their letters say so. 


And there is a new book, 
“Living Through .These 
Days,” that folk say is so 
very clarifying, encouraging, 
and -comforting to ‘ Double 
Trouble’ folk, wherever they 
live. One woman writes : 








“Your blessed, blessed book,‘ Liv- 
ing Through These Days,’ came 
yesterday,and I have been reading 
it with deep, heart-stirring joy and 
gratitude. God bless you-—-I know 
He does—has—and will! This 
is a preci com ion to my oft 
lent and loved ‘When the Days 
Seem Dark’ [ by the same authori. 





“*Surely the Lord has raised you 
up for this ministry of comfort and 
strengthening for stormed-tossed 
souls. I find I must mail this away 
tomorrow unfinished to a friend, 
and I “nd I must have some Copies 
for other dear ones in sore trouble 
just now: so I am enclosing 
money order for three copies, and 
I want them at top speed !"’ 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sept. 20, Our Share in Making Christ Known 
to the World. Rom. 1: 14°16. 

Sept. 27, What Our Society Plans to Do 
This Year. Eccles. 9: 10; 11:6. (Rally Day.) 
Oct. 4. What Jesus Teaches-about Obedience. 
Matt. 7: 20-27. (Consecration meeting.) 
Oct. 11. What Is Expected of Us as Good 
Citizens? Rom. 13: 1-7. 


Sunday, September 13 


What Should Our Meetings Accom- 
plish? (2 Pet. 1 : 5-11) 





Mon.—Develop our gifts (1 Cor. 12 : 4-12). 
Tues.—Lead to worship (Psa. 84 31-4). 
Wed.—Teach us Christ’s way (Heb. 10: 


24, 25). 
Thurs.—Unite us through prayer (Acts 
I 3 12°14). 
Fri—Knit us into an organization (1 
Tr. 12: 25-31). 
Sat.—Make “doers of the work” (Jas. 1: 
22-27). 











How may meetings help us be Christlike? 
How do meetings teach co-operation? 
How do others help us in meetings? 


ANY of us, no doubt, have heard 
the old imaginary story of the man 
who waited by the railroad track. with 
a gun in his hand. He had a grudge 
against a certain engineer, and as this 
engineer’s train came by, he raised his 
gun and fired. He missed the engineer, 
so the story goes, but he broke every 





window in the train and killed a man 
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who was standing on the back platform. 
It is a foolish story, of course, but it 
illustrates pointedly the absurdity of des- 
perate effort that accomplishes everything 
but the real objective. Our topic this 
week will be of value to us in exact pro- 
portion to-the examination it causes us 
to make as to the real objectives of our 
particular young people’s society and’ the 
effort inspired to attain its objectives, or 
to correct them if they are not in ac- 
cord with God’s will. 

Just why do we meet together each 
Sunday? Is it just another meeting to 
keep us occupied? Is it for social con- 
tact? Is it for training in leadership? 
is it to teach us to work together? Cer- 
tainly any meeting of our society may 
legitimately produce many such results. 
But when we choose any of these as a 
main objective we are falling far short 
of the real purposes laid down in God’s 
Word. 

If we are professedly a Christian group, 
meeting in the name of Christ, we must 
take as our objective the following out 











of the one and only commission he left 








for his disciples. Unless our meetings 


“The Temple of the Gospel” in some way carry us forward in‘ obedi- 
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our meetings? 











ence to Christ’s command to “go ye into 
all the world and preach the Gospel to 
every creature” (Mark 16:15), we are 


00. SI 50 As = the cue of ont re- 
isfaction guaranteed. | sponsibility, there are three ways in 
Examina : : : i 
ble tion Copies | hich <i A a society, may obey Christ’s 
command,—-we may go, or send, or 
pray. Are our meetings creating a- real 
missionary vision and.zeal in the hearts 
of our members, and are they providing 
opportunities for the expression of this 
‘THIS Is A TIME|* ‘ 

It is possible to do this by a definite 
missionary effort in a hospital or a near- 
by mission, or by being responsible for 
If you have youth in your home of securities in | Sunday-school m some community 

in| where no provision is made for a school. 
It is possible to do real missionary work 
through the community by personal visi- 
But these outlets are necessarily 
largely outside of regular meetings. Why 
not definite* missionary effort right in 
Are: we content to see 
only regular members come out night 
after night, or are we making it a point 
to bring those who do not know Christ? 


And when we get unsaved ones to 
come, what are wé€ givifig them, —a 
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diluted discussion of Christian ethics, or 
a clear, simple presentation of the way 
of salvation? Are we letting anyone, 
about whom we are not sure leave one 
of our meetings without hearing a word 
about Qhrist as. the only Saviour from 
sin? 

This does not mean that every meet- 
ing must be conducted on a revival plan. 
It does not mean that every topic must 
center upon salvation. But it does mean 
that the prayer-meeting committee and 
the leader must not lose sight of the 
fact that every meeting and message 
should in some way point the way to 
Christ as Saviour from sin. 

It means that we must expect it to 
be the usual rather than the exceptional 
thing to see this or that one brought to 
Christ through the channel of our meet- 
ings. 

It means that our meetings may profit- 
ably find time for earnest prayer for the 
unsaved in our community, our state, and 
our country as well as for those in 
heathen lands. Count up some time how 
many minutes are spent in your meet- 
ings in definite missionary prayer. Are 
you proud of the amount? 

Then another real objective of each 
meeting should be the building up of 
Christians. How do our meetings help 
our members to know their Bibles better? 
Are they being led each week into’a 
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untold value to young Christians. It is 
so easy to fall into the habit of using 
almost any other book or magazine or 


“paper as a source for material for our 


meetings, to the neglect of God’s Word 
itself. What men say and think may be 
interesting and entertaining, but it is 
what God says and thinks that is of 
vital importance, 


Christian testimony is not to be de- 
spised in helping our members to a bet- 
ter knowledge of Christ. Most young 
people’s societies plan for a testimony 
time at least once a month in a conse- 
cration meeting. Can we lead our mem- 
bers into the habit of giving real testi- 
monies as to what God has done for 
them recently, what he means to them 
today, how he has answered prayer, and 
the like, instead of the stereotyped 
phrases and Scripture verses that are 
so often given as a testimony? A sim- 
ple, faltering witness to Christ’s work- 
ing in the life is of infinitely greater 
help to others, as a rule, than the most 
cleverly repeated words of another. 


What have been the objectives of our 
meetings? : 

Are they the ones God would have us 
attain ? 

What am I willing to do to bring our 
meetings into line with God’s plans? 





deeper, personal knowledge of Christ? 
Bible study and Bible exposition are of 


PHILADELPHIA. 








RADIO IS ALL 


put this universal enthusiasm 
to work in your 
SUNDAY SCHOOL— 
Start with 
RALLY DAY 
October 4 
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t a The contest is timely and up to the minute. 
increasing attendance and offerings, this contest will help familiarize your scholars with 
the names of New Testament cities, creating new interest in Bible study. 


A Simple and Workable Contest 


This contest is not complicated. Each class is represented by a 
radio bearing the name of a familiar city in Palestine. Let these 

be select d by lot. There are enough radios in each set 
for every class to Participate in the contest. The rules are simple 
and the contest easily operated. 150 points can be gained by each 





Tuning In on Jerusalem Contest 


A Unique, Interesting Plan for Increasing Attendance, Punctuality, Bible 
Memory Work, New Members, and Offerings 


[* YOU seek to increase attendance and offerings, this contest will add new life and 
win your scholars heart and soul to the Sunday School. 


Every one is tuning in on 
Besides 


Made of 12 plv chocolate 
brown mounting board died- 
out as illustrated. Printed in 
orange and yellow. Two mov- 
able circular disks record the 
earmed credits: The class 


2 4 Points credits are indicated for each 
‘°*30 * Sunday on the smaller dial. 
23 a | @ Accumulated total appears 
fe 30 “ on the lower larger dial, 

= ca giving the standing of each 
-.-150 “ class for the week. 


The first class.to get 1,800 points: is declared. the winner. The objective is to increase the 
membership and the offerings. The contest comes carefully packed in a heavy shipping carton, 
with complete instructions and supplies. Made in three sizes as follows: 


‘ PRICES ON SUPPLIES: 
Radio Class Charts (Separate) each . 35c 
Instruction Folders, dozem.....- - 25c 
Weekly Report Slips, per {00 .. . SOc 


Write for complete descriptive circular 


Rally Day Sample Package 
Rally Day is usually observed the first or second Sanday in October. To assist you to 
make this a banner day and get your fall work off to a good start, we will send you for 
twenty-five cents our-special sample package of supplies. It consists. of the pageant ‘‘ Pledged 
to Serve,'’ Invitation Post Cards, Souvenirs; and the service ‘‘ Building the Kingdom.”’ A 
copy of our new 136-page catalog (ready September 1st) will also be sent you, 


ORDER YOUR PACKAGE EARLY 
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For Family Worship 
By Howard A. Banks, Litt.D. 


Bein 





Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings og the International Uniform Sunday 

School Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


September 7 to 13 

Ne. te resuamiatl-ten tte Weeds Silom 

The preaching of a full Gospel will 
always bring persecution. Even in our 
day there is often a mild type of it. But 
at Iconium the Lord “gave testimony 
unto the Word of his grace” (v. 3). 
He always does. Fearlessly declaring 
the truth is a double witness — ours and 
God’s. “Such results of preaching,” said 
Dr. Arthur T. Pierson, “are at once a 
demonstration and an attestation. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for Dr. 
Lindsay, physician and witness for Christ 
in Belen, Paraguay, whose healing min- 
istry has won for him the respect of the 
Catholic authorities, as told by Mr. Ernest 
Gordon in his “Survey” in THe SUNDAY 
Scuoo. Times of June 13; for God's 
continued blessing on his_translation of 
the New Testatment into Guaram. 


Tues.— Acts 14: 8-18. The Cripple in Lystra, 
A fearless preacher once observed a 
sardonic but interested face on the back 
seat. He saw it again on successive Sun- 
day nights. He made several efforts to 
intercept the owner of the face, but it 
always eluded him. He finally got to the 
man, led him to — Lord, and yng 3 . 
confession inclu a statement tha 
once held the rope in a mob which had 
plotted to hang the preacher fc: b's fear- 
less testimony. Paul took especial notice 
of an absorbing?y interested countenance 
in the congregation (v. 9). Never 
neglect the opportunity of a Spirit-gripped 
countenance, ; 
Prayer Succestions: Pray for Dr. 
* MacPhail and all the workers in_the 
Bamdah Hospital in India, under the Free 
Church of Scotland; for Dr. Mair who 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


been the most impenetrable mission field. 
Satan’s throne seems to have been there 
on the “Roof of the World.” Christ is 
every piece of this armor, and he is 
sufficient. 

PRAYER Succestion: Pray®for the 
Baganda apostle, Apolo Kivebulaya;, 
evangelizing the pigmies of the Ituri in 
Africa with great success. 


Sat.—2 Corinthians 1: 3-11. 
Rejoicing in Affliction. 
Accused by the Judaizing and Christian 
party in the Corinth Church of not keep- 
ing his promise to revisit Corinth, Paul 
tactfully but lengthily comes to the 
reasons. He had had a desperate ‘sickness 








(vs. 9, 10) for one thing, and for another { 
he wished not to come when he wou'd 
still have to reprove them, as he had done 
in his first epistle (v. 23). But both he 
and they suffered by being deprived of 
each other. Enduring eur part of the 
sufferings of Christ prepares and qualifies 
us to be comfortérs (v. 4). 

Prayer Succestion: Pray for Pastor 
Faivre of Bordeaux, France, in dissemi- 
nating his Anndiates es New Teste 
ment, revolutionizing the lives of many 
who read it. . 


Sun.— Isaiah 50: 4-9, Jehovah Our Helper, | 
This_is a Messianic prophecy. No 


ord in his earthly lifetime when 


arose “a great while before day”. and 
went out and prayed (v. 4, last clause; 
Mark 1:35). But_as our helper, too, the 
Spirit will awaken us early, morning, by 
morning, and speak to us some diréction 
for our forthcoming day, if we will Tet 
him, : 
ver Succestion; Pray for the 
to have free course and be glori- 
in- Spain, now. that freedom of wor- 
Ship is allowed under the new. republic, 
Mr, Ernest Gordon tells of a superstiti- 
‘ous Spanish schoolmaster who recently 
fulfilled a vow to the Brown Virgin by 
walking 18 kilometers in shoes containing 





doubt the Spirit of God awakened our 
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O YOU know that certain leaders 
of the Federal Council of Churches 
ees of Christ in America are in sym- 
, pathy ‘with Soviet Russia —the 
nation that has denied God ? 

Do you know what encouragement the 
controlling group of the Federal Council 
gives the agitators who daily preach anti- 





know the facts t-th. 
Churches of Christ in-~America—its ac- 
tivities, its aims and the men back of it. Every 
Christian Amerieastshould ponder over the 


amazfi 
book, “ Pastors, 


and 


154 sharp nails. How great the need is! 











. Federal Council of 


revelations that are madein the 


Politicians, Pacifists.” In this 


dering wane tee authors, LeRoy F.Smith 
. BaJohns have laid before Christian 


practices among the superstitious Indian 

women, 

Wed.— Acts 14: = Ree ees : 
Have you anything to “rehearse” to 

your prayer-helpers and supporters? (v. 

27). If not, are you qUite sure you have 


religion, anti-government and é 


the Third International ? 


Why have certain Federal 
Council leaders opposed the 
deportation of aliens known 





The S. S. Times says :-— |} 


America indisputable facts everyone of 
ussh know. Itis done without mal- 
ice and without hope of reward, Facts, 
living, indisputable facts, comprise the 
entire book from cover to cover. It 
is up to us to know them so we may 







actually been “recommé@nded to, the grace page a book of generalities. Names,| guard ourselves and the Church we 
of God” for your nif try? (v. 26): to be criminals ? dates, places, and quotations hold so dear. 

What does this striking phr mean but : a Sag her gies Probably no other bodk of modern 
Catal work of the Holy pet Is it an honest desire for | an index in three sections that | times. has caused so much consterna- 
us and our fellow workers, and €xpecting peaceser some sinister ambi- preineind gp oa om tion in the ranks of churchmen. ‘So 


rich fruitage? 







Central Presbyterian Church of 
where 3000 babies have been treat 
1922 by specialists who give theimse 
free, and where 65 voluntary, worker$, 
helping with some 60 cases @, week, 


ways with a view to witnessing for thei. 


Lord. 


Thurs.— 1 Kings 17: 9-18. 
Help for the Discouraged. 


God cour.ts: hair’s on our heads (Matt. 


10: 30), new-born souls. (Acts. 2: 
and worshiping mouths “and be 
‘knees in times of apostasy (v. 18)... It 
ought to be an penetrate 
to his uncompromiging® children, af this 
“day of the great ‘ away” (2 Thess. 
2:3). ; er 

PRAYER SUGGESTION 2Pray for the 
thirteen colporteurs of the Irish Presby- 
terian Church distributing Scriptures tn 
the 22 counties in Ireland, welcomed: in 
18,000 Roman Catholic . homes; which 
bought 7000 copies of Scriptures. 


Fri.— Ephesians 6: 10-28. 
The Missionary’s Equipment. 

The value of the armor of God is for 
fighting unseen powers of darkness (v. 
“2). Missionaries sense this conflict 
above any other Christian warriors. 
Bhey invade “Satan’s seat” (Rev. 2: 13). 
q Tibetan said not long before the 
: rid.War broke out, “All our great 
>" have gone to Europe.” 











startling are its revelations they would 
seem ineredible if they were not sup. 
ported «by indisputable proof. The 
stories arejon many lips and are being 
pondered in hundreds ané hundreds of homes this 
very day. The issuedsielearly before us—beiore you— 


tion that is prompting the 

movement to disarm the Uni- 

ted States while Russia is en~ 

couraged to maintain the largest standing army. in 

“history? Why did the Federal Council refuse to disclose 
the names of the contributors to its huge fund ? 






















Tibet has ° 


your family and your chureh ~But, before you judge 
you should read, “ Pastors, Politicians, Pacifists,’’ for 
yourself. You owe it to your church and to your- 


,.. Why has the Federal Council repeatedly entered 
=the rea'm of politics? 





. By what. authority doésthis organization presume 
represent 20,000,000 Christian men and women ? 
: Every Christian man and woman in America should — 


RY CHRISTIAN SHOULD KNOW THE FACTS omega: 
_,send This Codpon NOW PF gf chansons rd 


self to get the facts. 
COUPON 


; th See. 

A limit dq number of copies of the sen$ational book, *‘ Pastors, Politicians, y Chicago, Llinets 
Pacifists,*’ is now ready for distribution. The pricelis $1.00. If you act sb: aoe 
Agta you may get one. Just send the coupon ith $1.00 now and : Pal ines ctas as eer a 
the book will be sent to you postpaid. If, after reading¢he book, you do not go? “Pastors, Politicians, Pacifists,” 
consider it worth many times its cost—return it to us@nd your money @ the new book which gives indis- 
will be refunded seammédiitel y isk hi th V4 putable facts about the Federal 

: lately. ou risk nothing. € coupon e Council of Churches of Christ in 

NOW. oe America. Enclosed find $1.00, the price 


e of the book which you are to send 
postpafd. If I am not miore than sat- 
ished after 5 days, I shall return the book 

and you will refund my money immediately; 


The Constructive Educational Publishing Ps 
Company, (Not Inc.) ee hog 


' 5421 Ridgewood Court, Chicago, Hlinois ff 


Name 
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